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The following documents appearing in FBI files have been reviewed under the provisions of The Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) (Title 5, United States Code, Section 552); Privacy Act of 1974 (PA) (Title 5, United States Code, 
Section 552a); md/or Litigation. 


□ FOIA/PA □ Litigation D Executive Order Applied 

Requester: __ 

Subject: __ 

Computer or Case Identification Number:_ 

Title of Case: _ Section _ 

File __ 

Serials Reviewed: _ _ 








STATES OF AMERICA 
'NERGY COMMISSION 


^ APPROVED 

NO, SB-ROOJ /\ 


.kSOHNEL security QUESTIo.,. 

- „ 4.. — ---- - 

INSTRUCTfONS • All sect loos must be completed - Write none when applicable - Type of print all answers. If space not 
adequate tor complete answers, attach a supplemental sheet to this form. _ 


1» NAME (LA^t, Flrat, Afiddie) 

Whe; HMS ALBRECHT _ 

2* OTHER NAMES fInclude maiden name, if married woman) 


3, NORMAL HOME ADDRESS OR PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE FOR PAST ^ MARRIED uJ WIDOW(ER) 

^5 years BIRTHPLACE (City, Count} 

Ithace^ New York 

ALL OTHER PEFJMANENT ADDRESSES FOR PAST 15 YEARS* Strasbourg< Alsace LoarraineA France 

i(Apt, or R,f/d, No,, Streef, city, state, and datea there) Q». CITIZENSHIP U®S»A* 

IF NATVRALIZED: DATE 

^09 11,11. Pk. Rd., Ithace, NY aince 1/1946 _ 2/8/Ll 

'F.O. Box 1663, Santa Fe, New Mex. U/k3-i/Lf> certificate number 

10 Forest St,, Cambridge, iiass. 8/42-3/43 . _ 507950 

'20 Remington Rd,, Ithace 1941-42 

101 Highgate Rd,, Ithaca 1937-39 _ Ithaca 


8. DESCRIPTION (Check which) CT MALE Q FEMALE 
RACE , HEfSHT WEIGHT I COLOR ETEs" COtOR HAIR 

TiuKT-i-.. 5> ll** 190 I Blue Black 

6. {Cheek which) 7, BIRTH DATE 

CD SINGLE CD DIVORCED ^ DAY _ MONTH YEAR 

£0 MARRIED CD WIDOWIERI _ 2 July 3 906 

8* BIRTHPLACE (City, County, State or County) 


_2/ 8 / 41 _ 

CERTIFICATE NUMBER 

__5Q225Q4_ 

PLACE 

_ Ithaca^ New York 

IF ALIEN: ^ORT OF ENTRY 


^^(mite Park Road) 


DATE 

ALIEN REGIST^AtToN TuMBER 

10* DRAFT CLASSIFICATION 
BOARD NO. AND ADDRESS 






SE'cliRrTY NO. 


i2v MILITARY SERVICE 

ione__ j| 

SERIAL NUMBER 

BRANCH 

FROM 

TO (Yte) 






LEGAL RESIDENCE WHEN DISCHARGED 


EDUCATION {Ail acHoola above elementary) 


NAME OF SCHOOL 


ADDRESS 


FROM TO (Yre)\ 


University of Munich 


Germany 


EMPLOYMENT (Liet all emptoyment and datea) 


_— 

I — — 

DEGREES 

Ph# De Physics 

224 ^ 


TYPE OF WORK 


[NAME OF EMPLOYER (COMPANY OR ORGANIZATION! 


Since 


1935 of Physics Cornell University 

4/43-'-- 

1/46 f Division Leader University of California, 

Los Alamos project 


ADDRESS (whera employad) 

- —■ ' —- 

Ithaca, New York 

P.O. Box 1663 
Santa Fe, Nevf Mexico 












EMPLOYMENT (Coat'd,) 


TYPE OF WORK 


10A2-s^ Staff member 
3/43 ' 


NAME OF EMPLOYER (COMPANY OR 0R(3ANI ZATI.ON) 


Radiation Laboratory M*I.T. 
Cambridge, Mass. 


FOREIGN CO[JMTRIES VISITED (Sineo 1930) (Bxelaoive of mllitory oorvice 


PURPOSE 


id 7/35 9/35 visit parents 

irlanc 7/36 9/36 visit parents, vacation 

8/37 9/37 visit parents 

'2. 7/38 9/38 visit parents, friends 

7/39 8/39 also shorter visits to friends 


COUNTRY 



Germany & Sigland 

7/35 

9/35 

Germany & Switzerland 

7/36 

9/36 

Germany 

8/37 

9/37 

Eng., Ger., Switz. 

7/38 

9/38 

Canada 

7/39 

8/39 

- 





GPO—CPA 18873—1). 2 


















NAME, ADDRESS, TYPE (Jne JumJz:^. </?W« mnd may offie* hetd] 


American Pl^ysical Society, Columbia University, N.Y.C. 
Nat* Acad. Society, T^ashington, D.C* 

N.Y. Acad, Society, New York City, H.Y, 

Aarerican Astronomical Society 


1935 - date 
1943 “ date 

1939 - date 

1940 - date 


b6 

b7C 


RELATIVES (parents, apovae, children, brothera and aiatera, living or dead) 


COUNTRY OF BIRTH! present HTIZENSH 


NAME IN FULL 


—'Father 
^ jiMothe 

_^Ttife I 
Son 

Daughter 
I Brother 
i Sister 


Albrecjit/Bethe, 99 Fors 
Anna. Bethe Kreidfi 



















REFERENCES (Nmme thre0 pernottB, not reia^iyea or employoro, who aro wall acquainted with tqu) 


YEARS KNOWN 



Nat, Research Cpuncil 
Washington, D.C'.' p - 

Physics Dept., Columbia Univ., N.B.C, 


b6 

b7C 



- 19 

b6 , 
b7C 


__ARRESTS (Include all arreete end finee other than minor traffic violr^^one) 


CHARGE \ DATE 1 PtACE WHERE ARRESTEO 


a.- I 


USUAL SIGNATURE OR MARK OF EMPLOYEE (SHn Original Only) 


TO BE. FILLED OUT BY AGENCY OK PIKE BEPLOYINO 


AGENCY OR FIRM TO EMPLOY APPLICANT 

Bropkhaven National Laboratory 
Associated Universities. Inc. 


BRIEF -JOB DESCRIPtrON (Job Title, Dutiea and tocation - Deacript'ion 
ehouid not reveal claaaif led inf ormationy 

Consultant - Senior Scientist - Department of 
Physics, Scientific Pirogram and 
Problems, 



CERTIF'ICATIOH ' ' 

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED ABOVE IS CORRECT AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF- I 
UNDERSTAND THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES WILL INVESTIGATE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN, AND THAT ANY 
fALSE. statement IS SUFFICIENT CAUSE FOR REJECTION OF THE APPLICATION OR DISMISSAL AFTER APPOINTMENT. 





WILL APPLICANT HAVE ACCESS TORESTRICTEO DATA? 


33l YES O NO 


(Check the one block applicable^ 

^ FINGERPRINT CARO ATTACHED 

•m T - 1 ATTACHED (RESULTS OF FBI 
FINGERPRINT FILE CHECK) 


Cn FBI IDENTIFICATION NUN6ER 


DO NOT COMPLETE SPACE BELOW 


b6 

b7C 


CERTIFYINQ AUTHOfl 


irrrfClAL OF EMPLOYINB COMPANY 
[)N OF EMPLOYMENT 



GPO—CPA 18873—p. 4 






















April 2, 1947 




sAa,,jv<-.:-T 


AIR MAIL j^g 

SPECIAL DELIVERY , ^ 


b7C 


Re:rj.:if ■■■■ .'"THF. - 15 

ATOMIC ENERGY ABnaiE2X946 - APPLICANT ( 

EMPLOYEE ( ) 


Dear Sir: 


You are instructed to conduct an immediate, thorough, discreet 
investigation concerning the character, associations, and loyalty of the 
above-named individual in accordance with the provisions of the Atomic Energy 
Act of 1946. The original and four copies of the report are to be transmitted 
to the Bureau by special delivery, and by air mail unless ordinary mail is 
equally speedy, so as to reach the Bureau not later thai4?**il 19> 1947» 

Present address809 White ark ioad, Ithaca, New Icark. 

Birthdate and birthplacalily 2, 1906, iitra»ba«rg, Alsace lorrainc, i^ar.ce. 

Position involved vwatsltaiit, Brookhaven S^tlcaaa]. Labora 

Record from Manhattan Engineer District 

Atomic Energy Commission: None ( ) Attached 

Record from Identification Division: None ( Attached ( ) 

Record from Bureau files: None ( ) Attached ( ) 

k raviex of Bureau fllea rajTiecti^ that thare ware a ntaiaer of raferarsees 

incilcatir.|; that the api^ieant'e nam* »,ppmrmc In oconaction with a aail cover 
aaintainsd on tljc applicant's oall MIL. Howevor, rs© ©«’ogatory informtion 
appeared In ooiuutction with thie nail ©over. 

> Acplioant Tm& es^loU'cc as Staff ttatalm*, :*adiation laboratory 
Cambridge, ‘assaehuhatta frum h-otoher 1942 t© bArch 1943. l/urlrig this period 
he resided at 10 Fora*t Ifereet, Cartridge. 


rl'ii ! Applicant li»t«o &n a referenoe[ 
:®8«aroH "touncH, Aaghington, b. 




KiTYork 


KattomJ 


. a arte^ntj 


eo - thX -'mao 

14r, To Ison 

!,1-. E. A. Tamm 

la*. Clegg_ 

SS; S5d‘"-washing 

Mr. lilchbl F^' 

J/jt, Rose n t JUT- 

iiir. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson iBiT.T 

Ega n .. nuLJA. 

Mr. Ournea_ . OTpr 

'is* Harbo_ .OiLr 

r. Hendon_ 

r. Permla^ton DATl 

h. QuJnr. Tamm_ AJ-cia.J. 

■b. Mease_ 

'4.SS Gandy_ 


Very truly yours, 

&3ston 

sauhlngton Flald _ « * 

I'm York city |\. Ga.. oHsrorV^ 

l iii Bi ii M I 

MllllllllllllllllllIM^^ Hoover 

Director 










■ ..conta:ued... 

II III I IB ^^^ ^ ^ BY 6qM2 /aucllllillllllllll 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOI 


Form No, 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT pTT pK^ TT 
REPORT MADE AT I C 


mi JCEK 


DATE WHEN MADE 


i^/l8fU7 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 


m 116-500 


REPORT MADE BY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


HSHS ALEEECST BETHE - 15 


ATOMIC WERGY ACT « AP"7.ICMT 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Referencel | aq_ 

in Physics ueparcmen-s or uoximbia University, 
recommends applicant highly as to diaracter, 
loyalty and associations# 


RE?ET?Ei?CSS: 


« R U C - 

Btjreau file 116—t^Al* 

Bureau letter to Albany, 4/2/47* 


iJ'-C 

:7Q}a^( 


At New York Cltn . _ 

.. _ b6 

I an in the physics CebVC 

ment of Columbia University, libth Street am Broaoway, informed that he has 
known the applicant, nnite wpll for the past ten years# Tfliilo the applicant is 
of German orlginj ^ras comdnced that he is everything that can be 

desired as to loyalty to this countiy. He described the applicant as being a 
liberal in that he believed in progress but was certain Ihat he was not radical# 
The ai^licant did not mix much in politics but was very active in the scientific 
field, where he is considered to be a very capable scientist# 

Reference!_jcontinued that he has been active with the 

applicant on some very confidential assignments and knows that he always retained 
the secrecy of the information coining into his possession, addition, he has 
met the applicant's wife, iidiom he regards hi^ly as well as his two chiJ.dren* 

Referenc j k onoluded by stating he would recommend the 
awlicant highly as to character, loyally and associations# 


Ref erep6 


It is to be noted that »Taihots Tlio*Tn America** reflects that 
was bom in Austria and came to this country in 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED; 


lAGENT 
’ IN CH 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 



lOTsau 


V. S. GOTBlUfUENT PBIMTlMa OFFIOB 


7—2034 





























NY 116-9M 

Infancy. He studied a t Cornell and Columbia Universities and becaro Q 

~ |it Columbia in 1930, a Professor in 1937 and ar_ 

|.n ttie pnysics Department in 1945« He was swarded the Nobel Prize in 
physics in 1944 and is a menfcer of the Advisory Board of the Atomic Energy 
Commission, 


b6 

b7C 


EEFE-RED UPON C0J.^PLB?I0N '^0 THE OFF’ICE OF ORIGIN 


2 










FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


BUREAU 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE 

D. C. 4-17-47 

TITLE (y 

iIAilS AL3EBCHT BETEB - 15 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

4-14^7 



CHARACTER OP CASE 


116-1164 


I BDTiSmC 

-b6 - 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


I reference, speaks higlily 
of applicant, states he is entirely 
reliable and loyal to the United States. 


- RUG - 


AGsncY 

W’j . 


RSFEESrCR?: 




Bureau File llG-2241. 

Bureau letter to Albany, dated April 2, 1947. 


At V/ashington. D. C. 
_ SSSESIICSS 


i l U ivislon of Physical Science. 
Research Council, home addres j I 

advised that he was fornerlyl |of the 

jj^artiuent of piiysics at Cornell University, and tixat the auplicant 
began instructing at Cornell in the early part of 1935, in the Metal 
physics Departiaent. He stated that the applicant v;as forced out of 
G-ernany in 1933 because of his Jev/isli ertracticn. He stafad—Lhaf the 
applicant went to England for about one year and that he had 

arr£inged fer the ar'plicant to come to the United States to IhStinlet 
at Cornell University. He further advised tiiat v;hen the v;ar broke out 
the applicant started working in connection v^ith the war effort. He 


IN^rovedAnd 

^ORWAR&O: 


- SPECiAi- Agent 

t IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 






4 i // - 



COPIES OF THlSlREPORT 




2 - Washington Field 


i i i l i i l iiii iM 


7-“2034 

















wire rile 116-1164 


stated tiiat the SA-iplicant srient about one year, 1942 or 1243, at the 
liassachusetts Institute of Technology. He stated that the applicant 
v/ac in cliarge of the Theoretical Physics Dej^artaent at the Las Aniaas 
Atcaic Bomb project. 

He stated that the a plicant*? cliaracter and reputation are 
above reproach and that he is reliable and entirely loyal to the United 
States. 

I-L 

_'urther advised that the applicant’s wife is pres- b7C 

ently residing in Belfast, Ireland, having also been forced out of 
G-ermany due to her Jewish extraction. He stated tiiat the ar-plicant’s 
father v/as still in Germany but he cotild not furnish any information 
concerning the applicant’s wife or her fomiily. He advised tiiat it was 
his opinion tiiat "the applicant's family is reliable and did not believe 
that they would attetipt to liarm the United States. 


ESfBSHBD CCIP-LHTICH TO THE OEPICE OF ORIGIH 












’.■:X'’C File ^.16-1164 


A checl' of the yasMngton Field Office files reflects tliat 
file 100-13401, serial 191, lists applicant as a mem'ber of the EKiergency 
Coiarrdssion of Atomic Scientists x^hich met on lloveiaher 18, 1846, at 
Princeton, Nev; Jersey, for the purpose of educating the public to the 
realisation of the peril of the Atomic Bomb and to the fact tliat the 
only solution is an International Atomic Authority and untimately the 
elimination of war. 



1 


3 












Form No. 1 

This case originated at BUREAU 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

AT BUREAU FILE NO, 116-239 


REPORT MADE AT 

DATE WHEN MADE 

PERIOD FOR 

REPORT MADE BY 

EL PASO, TEXAS 

4-14-47 

WHICH MADE 

4/9-12-/47 


TITLE / ) 

i.y 



CHARACTER OF CASE 

HANS ALBRECHT BETHE ■ 

- 15 


ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - . 


b6 

rttT 

.b7C L 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


BETHE employed as Division Leader in Theoretical Physics 
at Los Alamos Project by University of California from 
4’“1”43 to 1-11-46. His services were satisfactory, ex¬ 
tremely valuable, and terminated by his request, Neigh- 
bortood investigation favorable. No credit or criminal 
record at Los Alamos or Santa Fe, New Mexico. No deroga¬ 
tory information developed. 


b6 

b7C 


RBFBRENCEt 


- R IT 


« »»_ „ / _ ^ W J. W a. J. 

Bureau File #116-2241 

Bureau letter to Albany office dated April 2, 1947. 


DETAILS: 


EagLOYMENT 


PEQ. KZ.C ’ i) b--r 
EZF'I FGLZ..../' 


At Los Alamos. New Mexico 


L Ifor the University of 
a, reierrea to nxs records and advised that BETHE had been 
employed by the University, at Los Alamos, from April 1, 1943 until 
January 11, 1946. He had been Leader of the Division of Theoretical 
Physics. According to PCELLY, there was no information of a 
derogat ory nature contained in the Applican t's file. 


. „ I ^ _|oT the Los Alamos Project, 

, that he had been associated with Dr. BETHS at the project 


AND* 
TORWARDED: 


SPEClAU^EKr 
^ irCCHAftOC 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 




o. 8. oora^i 


7—20S4 















b6 

b7C 

b7D 


SP 116-239 


since 1944 and had been the Director during the last four months 
that BETHE was at Los Alamos. HETHE, he stated, was the Division 
Leader in Theoretical Physics and, in this capacity, made many 
major contributions toward developing the practical application of 
the "fission p rocess" as iiti li tzed in the manufacture of the atom 
bomb. In fact, 


ili1 


said. Dr, BETHE did as much toward the 
actual development of the bomb as any one individual connected with 
the program. For the major part of his stay at Los Alamos, HETHE, 
according to l I would have ranked number two as senior scientist 

: ru 


on the project, wib 
only one to outrank 


the 


ixm. 


being the 


I_jadvised that he considers Dr. BETHE a most 

reliable person and an individual about whose loyalty to this Country 
he would have no question. He stated that he had never known of arjy- 
thing derogatory to BETHE and there had been no difficulties what so- 
pvpr ar1ae in connection with his services at Los Alamos. BETHE. F I 

_[advised, had terminated his services at Los Alamos on his 

own accord because of a desire to return to work in the educational 
field. 


NEIGHBORHOOD 


At Los Alamos. New Mexico 


_ The records of the Housing Office were reviewed bjj_| 

who advised that BETHE had resided in Apart- 
raent T-IUY, on the project, from April, 1943 until November, 1945, 
when he had moved into a separate house, T-» ^2, a nd had lived there 
until January, 1946 whan-he-left the post. | [ related that he, 
himself, had occupie d after BETHE had moved out and that none 

of the neighbors had nad any complaint to make about the BETHEs. He 
informed that all of the families living there at that time have since 
moved away from Los Alamos. Also, he advised, that the housing office 
records contain no information of a derogatory nature, in connection 
with the Applicant. 

I I informed that he lived hear to the 

Applicant firom the time he occupied T-112 until he left the project. 
Dr. BETHE, he advised is a loyal citizen and a person he would have 
the utmost confidence under any circumstances. He stated that the 
Applicant was a person of good habits, devoted to his faaiily, and a 
person about whom he knew nothing deivagatory at all. 


- 2 - 










SP 116-239 


When 


was interviewed, he 


advised that he had lived next door to the Applicant for several 
months and had found him to be a good neighbor in all respects, and 
he had no comments of an adverse nature to make concerning him. 


CREDIT AW CRIMINAL RECORDS 
At Los Alamos. Hew Mexico 

I 1 advised that the files 

of his office contain no record for the Applicant or the members of 
his immediate family. 


At Santa Fe. New Mexico 


by 


The Records of the Merchants’ Credit Association were reported 
Ito be negative in respect to the Applicant. 


jnta Fe Police Department, and 
Jwe w Mexico State P olice, each checked the names 
ah ^ l against the files of his 


of HARS, 

respective department, with negative results. 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


b6 

b7C 


- 3 - 










' 






EP 116-239 


ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

' '■ ■ ■■ " - . I I' II .1 -— I I m 

The indices of the SI Paso office reflect only th^t the 
Applicant and his wife Kvere mentioned in a GIG report made regarding 
Communist Activities at the Los Alamos Project in 19A4* This report 
had been made available by the Intelligence Office at Los Alamos, and, 
at their request, returned to them* so that it was not availa ble for 
review. Inquiry o j | for the 

Los Alamos Project, disclosed that instant report had been forwarded 
to Oak Hidge and destroyed there. He advised that it had concerned 
itself with mail covers maintained by MIS and that if there were any 
specific, derogatory infoimation in connection with the Applicant 
that it would be available from the central files of the MED which 
are maintained in Washington. It is noted that the request from the 
Bureau for instant investigation advised that no derogatory informa¬ 
tion was noted from a review of the MED file relating to the Applicant. 

/ 

/ 

/ 


b6 

b7C 










FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BOUgAU 


AL 


116-196 mfs 


REPORT MADE AT 

ALUABir, NEl? YORK 


DATE WHEN MADE 


4/11/47 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

4/7/8/47 


TITLE 


/ 


y 


imHS ALBRECHT BSTHE - 15 


REPORT MADE BY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


ATOMIC SKERGY ACT - APPLICAHT 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 





Records Cornell Xtoiversity, Ithaca, Hew York reflect 
applicant bom 7/2/1906, Strassbourg, Alsace Lorraine, 
France. Snployed at Cornell as Professor of Physics 
from February# 1955 to present time; was on leave of 
absence from Cornell 10/l6/42 to 3/1/43 while at liass. 
Institute of Technology, and from 5/1/43 to 2/1/46 
while serving as Head of Division of Theoretical 
Physics, £6M Project, Los Alamos, N. M. Presently 
resides with vd.fe at 209 Wxite Park Road, Ithaca, 

N. Y» Records RYS^Supreme Court, Ithaca, H. Y. reflect 
BETHE arrived in D. S. from Germany 2/8/35, became 
naturalized citizen of U. S. at Ithaca 2/10/4I, peti¬ 
tion number 5079504. BETHE is member of Executive 
Comaittae of Association of Scientists of Cornell 
University which is local group at Cornell affiliated 
with Federation of American Scientists, Associates 
and acquaintances at Cornell state BETHE of excellent 
character and reputation, strongly anti-Hazi, anti¬ 
communist and loyal and patriotic citizen of the 
U. S. Hot known to Imve any associates who are 
suspicious or questionable. Files of Identification 
Division of Bureau contain no information concerning 
applicant. Credit very good; no criminal at Ithaca, 

I. Y. 


- R.U.C. - 


Reference: 


Bureau File 116-2241 

Bureau letter to Albany dated 4/2/47. 


APPROVED AND /t' ' SPECIAL AGENT 

FORWARDED: jf//) ^ ^ ' 

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 

■ 

// k: ~ 

/ i i - 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

5 - Bureau (AI^D) 

r ' , 

• ' 1 i " 


2 - Albany i|-|||||||||-iij-ji 

. .... 

mu..i:ii. 





jj. a. oovBSKHm rttureiKo omca 7—2034 











AL 116-196 


Details} 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


Referenced letter from tlie Bureau to the Albany Field Division 
advised that the Identification Division of the Bureau con¬ 
tained no previous information conceding this applicant. 

AT ITHACA. YORK; _ 

_of the University, ComelJj^g 

University, made available records which reflected that 
AIBRECHT BETEE had been appointed Assistant Professor of b7C 
Physics at Cornell University on Febnjary 8, 1935. On May 1, 
1937 he was appointed full Professor of Physios and has been 
so employed at Cornell until the present time. 


_Irecords reflected that BETHE had been on a leave 

of absence from Cornell University from October 16, 1942 
until March 1, 1943 while he was serving on the staff of the 
radiation laboratory, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Cambridge, Mass, He was again on a leave of absence from 
Cornell University from May 1, 1943 until February 1, 1946 
while he was serving on Pro^ject Y, DSM Project, Los Alamos, 
New Mexico. . 


_[stated that he was personally acquainted with 

Professor BETHS and had know n him since he first arrived at 

^asserted that BETHE was of ex cellent 


Cornell in 1935 and 




stated 


character and reputation at Cornell University. |__ 

that BETHE was considered a very distinguished member of the 
Cornell faculty and as be jlng one of the outstanding theoretical 
physicists in the world. 


Jstated that he had never 


heard any criticism or comments in any way derogatory per¬ 
taining to BETHE’S political beliefs or S5anpathies pointing out 
that on the contrary, BETHE was a German refugee who was re¬ 
garded as being strongly anti-Nazi, anti-Communist and anti- 
totalitariaw being strongly pro-American and pro-Democratio. 

p tated that BETHE is one of the most emotionally pro- 
American naturalized citizens he has ever met and stated that 
he had no doubt but tdiat BETHE was entirely loyal to the 
Government of the United States. He added that BETHE'S repu¬ 
tation concerning politics ms that it was very conservative, 
that he seldom expressed himself on political matters and ms 










CTi 


c 
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inclined to leave such natters to officials of the G-ovemment charged with the 
responsibility of policy making with respect to the United States and irapleiaen- 
tation of scientific developments, 

of the Department of Physics, 

Cornell Tjiiversity, mde available the personnel file of the applicant, HiifS 
ALBSSCHT BSTSE from which the follovriag backgroimd data was obtained. 

^■\ '/• ' ■ ‘' 

BSTHB was bom July 2, 1906 at Strassboj^g, Alsace Lorraine, Praib7C 
He received his Ph.D from the University of Frankfort, Munich, Germany in 1928. 

He arrived in the United States on February 8, 1935 and became a naturalized 
citizen of the United States at Ithaca, Hev^ York on February 10, 1941. The 
follo'/^ing is a chronological list of the -oositions held by Professor BUTHEj 

'A ^ ' 

1928 - 1929 Assistant in Theoretical Physios,jFrankfort, Germany 

1929 Techhisko Hochschule, Stuttgart, Germany 

1930 - 1932 Private Docent, Munich, Germany 

1932 - 1933 Lecturer in Physics, Tubingen 

1933 - 1934 Manchester, England 

1934 - 1935 Research Fellow, Bristol, England 

1935 Assistant Professor of Physics, Cornell University 

1937 Professor of physios, Cornell, U. 

1942 - 1943 Radiation Laboratory, IJIT 

1943 - 1946 Leave of Absence, DSM Project, Los Alamos, N. M. 

Head of Division of Theoretical Physics _ 

1943 Named | | 

Cornell University. 

BBTEE is a member of the following organizations according to data 
contained in his personnel file: 

SIGMA, XI; .AMERICAN PHYSICAL SOCIETY; PHI KAPPA PHI; GAMMA ALPHA; 

KATIOIwlL ACADEIvY OF SCIENCES; AMERICAII ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY; NEP YORK ACADEMY 
OF SCIENC E AND ASSOCIATION O F SCIHtlTISTS OF COHNELL UNIVERSITY. 

stated that as a member of the staff of the Physics 
nenartimftrit. nf fiornfil 1 TTiri-p-ffivR-i-hy^ BETHS is under his administrative supervision, 

_[stated that he has known BETHE ever since he first arrived at Cornell 

University in 1935 and that he has the highest regard for him from the standpoint 
nf bT c ability, as a gentleman, and as a loyal and patriotic iaoerican citizen. 
_sts,ted that at no time has he ha.d any cause to suspect or in any way question 
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any of EETEE’S aotirities, associates or conduct. He pointed out that BETHE 
is in fact, a German refugee and that he fled from Germany to this count ry,Jaa£iaiiaa 
of hie disagreement vrith the Nazi philosophy-ruling Germany at that time 


stated that BETHS has frequently expressed himself as being anti-Nazi, anti-Comun- 
ist and anti-totalitarian and very strongly pro-American and pro-Democratic. 




dded that he knows BETHS is concerned over the present aggressive politi¬ 


cal tactics of Russia and that he feels that it is the responsibility of the 
U. S. to curb Russia in order to protect Democracy and freedom throughout the 
world. 


With respect to the disoosi tioTi of Atomic materials and the construc¬ 
tion and disposition of Atomic weapons. ! ~| stated that BETHE is inclined not 

to express himself on such topics but to leave the de' ^erminat ion of policy re 
specting such matters to the officials of Government, 


described ESTHE 


as being quiet, conservative, and mature and deliberate in nis judgments re¬ 
specting all matters within and without the field of science and is extremely 
highly regarded by all of his associates. 




stated that he knows BETHE oresentlv 

resides with 

his YJ-ifeJ 

and two children.! knd! bt 

1-! 

[stated that Mrs, BETHE and tae children were of 


excellent character and reputaticaij were similarly regarded as being patriotic 
American citizens and he could furnish no derogatory information whatever con¬ 
cerning the applicant or any members of his family. 


DEAl^ CARLTON C. MURDOCK, Professor of Physics and Dean of the Univer¬ 
sity Faculty, advised upon interview that ho had kno7m HANS ALBRECHT BETHE and 
had been associated with him since BETHE'S arrival at Cornell in 1935. Professor 
IviURDOCE considered BETHE to be the highest type of gentleman from a standpoint 
of character and reputation and an intensely loyal citizen of the United States. 
MURDOCK described BETHE as being typically a ’•pure scientist” in that he occu.- 
pied himself almost entirely with scientific research and did not associate 
with any individuals outside of his field. He described BETHE as being conserv¬ 
ative in his opinions, shy and retiring of personality, at times giving the im,- 
pression of a shy, bashful boy. MURDOCK stated that BETHE seldom makes any 
statements or comments of a political natiire and when he does he is criticizing 
Nazi, Communist, or totalitarian philosophies and expressing hiisself in favor of 
Democracy and Americanism. He is grateful to the United States for accepting 
him, granting him American citizenship and permitting him to pursue his scientific 
endeavors in this country. Professor MURDOCK stated that he would not have the 
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slightest apprehension over the loyalty and patriotism of Professor BETBii 


Professor MURDOCK po’inted out that there ms one member of the 
Physios Department’s staff at Cornell who could be res&rded as going t o the 
opposite er breme of po litical expression. 


stated that 


I - ' XT- -' I 

fB extremely lib sral in hi s views, which in itse 


scientists but that 


l-iirPDQCK 

f is neb 6 


so uncommon among 
Goveinmental interference and Governmental control 
respect to the development of atomic energy. 


is highly outspoken oriticizirjQ^Q 
of scientific research witw 

b6 


MURDOCK pointed out that while BETHE and 


rere 


. b7C 

suaff memue... 


in the same department, they could not be regarded as close associates and bhafc 
they had little or nothing in common aside from their professions.! associations. 


pf the Cornell Laboratory of Nuclear’ 


Studies, advised upon interview that he had known Professor BETHE since 1940 
and that he had been intimately acquainted with him since early in 1943, point- 
incr nnt , that he and BETHE worked very closely together at the Los Alamos Project, 
stated that he had the highest regard for Professor BETHE describing him 


as a ’’pillar of strength” among a field of scientists, many of whom are noted 
for their diverse opinions in matters outside the field of science. I I 

stated that BETHE is conservative, very calm, and delibera te in hi s judgments 
and is highly regarded by all who know and work with him. | [pointed out 

that in the administrative set up at Cornell University, the Laboratorj’’ of Nuclear 
Studies is separate from the University Department of Physics although many men 
at Cornell are simultaneously staff members in the University Department of Physics 
and Pv.3Search Staff members in the Laboratory of Nuclear Studies. 


of the Laboratory sind 


bf the 


University's Physics Department, andthese two men together with Professor BETHE 
constitute a committee of three r esponsibl e for coordinating the activities of 
these two administrative set ups. l b ointed out that it is typical of the 

regard in \v'hich BETHE is held in that he is head ms-n of this committee of three. 


I_I stated that he knew BETHE to be conservative in his political 

opinions, seldom expressing himself on such matters being somewhat socialistic 
as are all true scientists, but so deeply loyal to the United States that he is 
content to let the appropriate Government officials determine the policy with 
respect to the political aspects of scientific matters. 


bf Cornell IMiversity, advised tliat 
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he liras in. .t he same neighborhoo d as Professor RP-TWR 
with his TffifeJ lind two chil dren 


Vrin-Pra tha-h BETHS r€: sides 


BEIHE-and Vnnfra tha-h E 

I_ 


"I stated that Professor BETHE and all of 
his family are regarded as being of excellent reputation and loyal and patriotic 
to the Government of the United States and he knew nothing whatever derogatory 
concerning either BETHE or any memhers of his family. 


I_I Tompkins County, Ithaca., Hew York 

made available the "Record of Petitions, Book No. 19" wherein was filed petition 
for na.turalization Ho. 1295, Supreme Court of Hew York at Ithaca, H. Y. which re¬ 
flected that a petition of naturalization for HAHS ALBRECHT BETHS was granted 
by that court on February 10, 1941. Certificate of naturalization Ho. 5079504 
was issued. 


A certificate of arrival attached to this file reflected that BETHS 
arrived in the United States at the Port of New York from Bremen, Germany on 
February 8, 1935 on the SS "ALBERT BALLIN". He has lived in Ithaca, Hew York 
continuously since the date of his arrival in the United States. 

b7C 


In his declaration of intention, BETHE stated that he was bom at ]q7 I3 
Strassbourg, France July 2, 1906 and that he was German. He listed his last 
fo reign residence a s Baden-Baden, Germany. He listed the maiden name of his wife 
as I and stated that they were married on^Rantemher 14. |959 at 

Nea'f Kocnerie, new lork. She was bom at Munich, Germany l \ and en¬ 

tered the United States at Hew York City on April 30, 1936 and had not been 
naturalized as a citizen of the United States, 


I _|)f Local Board No. 495, Ithaca, Hew York 

advised that her records reflected that Professor BETHE was a registrant of that 
Board and that he had been classified 4-A, over aged. 

\ 

Confidential .Informant l I who is considered a reliable source of \ 
information, advised that the applicant is a member of the Executive of the | 

Association of Scientists of Cornell University, which is a local organization 
at Cornell affiliated with the Federation of American Scientists. The informant ,' 
advised that a number of the members of the latter organization. Federation of 
American Scientists, have been reported to be members of the Communist Party. 


The informant stated that the only member of the A.ssooiation of 
Scientists of Cornell Iftiiversity who has been reported as having Communist 
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syxp.path.ies is |_|at Gomell since 

October, 1946, who was assigned to the BSM Project at Los Alamos, Efev/ Koxicc 
from October, 1944 to September, 1946. 


n pnfidentia l lnformant|_|who is considered a reliable source, jj2 

advised that_|was reported to have had Conmvinist sj-mpathies and to 

been a member of the Communist Party prior to leaving Califcpais—± d__L941, ^ 

that no such tendencies have been ascertained on the p art of I _| since 

time. Eo information has been received indic8.ting thai is a CP memb7D 

or sjjmpathiaer since coming to Cornell University. -^ 

Associates of Professor BETHE at Cornell, intenriex/ed and repor ted 
herein above, bAwa that BETHS is not a close associate of I l and 

ths.t BETHE and I_p.ave no personal relationship except for occasionally 

attending social affairs to which all staff members are invited. 

Ithaca advised that her 

records reflected that Professor BETHE and| have accounts in three 

lccs.l stores, one grocery store and two department stores and that their accounts 
are promptly paid and their credit rating is very good. The credit Bureau 
records reflected that BETHE presently lives at 209 T'Jhite part Ro?.d, Ithaca 
and that he has previously resided a.t 20 Remington Road, Ithaca from 1941 to 
1942 and at 101 High Gate Road, Itlmca from 1935 to 1939. 

The records of the Ithaca police Department and the Tompkins County 
Sheriff's Office at Ithaca, Hew York, were checked concerning the applicant, 
but with negative results. 


REFERRED UPOH COIPLETION TO TEE OFFICE OF OlilGIH 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORliFATTS 


Report of Special ..\geat|__|Washington, D* C. dated 

1/28/47 in the case entitled "NATIONAL C01B.1TT3E ON ATONIC KPO.ilATION, 
ET AL, INTERNAL SECURITY - C. ^2 

_ b6 

Report of Special Agent Chicago, Ill., dated 10/l6b7C 

in the case entitled ”NATI01iAL COmTTEE ON ATOMIC IHFORIATION ET Ai^^r) 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C. 
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REPORT MADE AT 

3032;^ if 


BU33AU 


Fit-E NO. 116—235 JA3 


DATE WHEN MADE 

4-12-47 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

4-9-47 


Alj33ijiJij.2 3ii*2r.A — 15 


REPORT MADE BY 


CHARACTER OP CASE 

Ai'OAIC BilERGY AOI 
AP?LIUAi.rj; 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Aecoi'ds Ha3.iation Laboratory, k.I.'j?., indicate applicant 
ei. 5 )loyed lO-l—nS to 4-5-43, 3 .s reseaxcii physicist, and 

also indicate applicant brilliant nan of .genins tyne._ 

who was educated in Geraany. _ 

I jgiraduate Physics Uepantnent, li.I.iT., lis.s 

iaaowa appileant siixce 1929, v.fhen they studied together 
at Munich. He states applicant is refugee from 
Ge riaany. beca u se of -na rtial Jewish ancestry; is i-arried 
to I l af f | of Ezray development fame. Apijlicant 

has world-wide reputation as scientist, hotulng derogatory, 
neighborhood, credit, criminal records negative. 


b6 I 
b7C 


.liBvlPJIJOES; 


;o;i.h'.hrj:.s j 


bureau Pile 116-2241. 
Bureau Letter dated 4-2-47. 

At Boston. Mass. 


AGEHCY..;.,A— 
REl. FfC^D-. 
KEP'i B'C'd'.". ■ 
BY-—- 


The reporting Agent iiiterviev.'’ed|_[Bureau 

of V. e cords, Radla.t inn laboratory, II. I. T., Grnbridge, 

In.ss. _advised that his records indicated that 

this applicant was employed a,t the Ha.dia.tion Laooratory 
from October 1, 1942, to Ajprix 5, 1943, as a research 
physicist, and was a staff member. Tnis ;/as an O.3.H.B. 
project. This record indicated that the ap-.-licant was a 
graduate of the University of Prs-idcfort-, Germany, in 
Physics, received PhD a.t Munich, and tha.t he v.'a.s on 
leave of absence from Cornell University wiere he was 
Professor oi Phj'‘Eics. He resided with his mother at 


Special, agent 

IN Charge 
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vii: 


6-225 


10 loreec St., Cam’oridge, Mass. The institute appraisal of the 
a ,p’f-C" nt was that he waB'-an extremely valuahie nsn, uhose vjorlc 
in t-.e Laboratory v;ac to be set up a.B a model for everyone else 


to 

follov;; tiiat 

the a.jTilicant 

is brilliant and a 

genius 

■ t.'oe 

Ou, 

' v‘-of ftsroim_ 

_Luni 

the irriter that 

, th.R armlin nt 

v;o' 

rkecl v.'i'oli 


of Physics. 


1 


reporting Agent interviewed! \A.io 

tliP-t lie has ' 2io\:xi the applicant :-i.:ce around ly^y, ana tir t 
for several veers thev studied physics togetner at Munich, 
ancl other places in ht rmany which .le could net recall* He 
stated that the ^pplicrnc has a vorld-wide reputa.oion as a 


stated 


great scientist and is actna?_ly a. genius in the field of Physics * 
He seated that in connection irith the developnent of Lue Atordc 
Bonh, the applicant v;as one of the top--n^ost scientists connected 
witii it* He stated that vdiile his social contact vrith ti.e 
applicant he?3 been limited, and he has not seen him in a little 
over a year, he knov/s that the applicant is not politically 
minded and has no ohjectionahle or raAiical i^ea-s or tendencies. 
He stated that the applicant, vhlle "being a genius, is not 
a cockeyed genius that has good contact with the world around 
him, and is neither a misogynist nor a misanthrope* He stated 
tltat the applicant is either one rrli or one quarter Jevidsli on 
ills mother's side and that this resulted in his oelng a 
refugee from G-ermany, He stated thfit right from the Beginning, 
the ap“:iicant v;a.s uns^nepathetic with the: hitler r egime^ He 
said thabt the applicant's v;ife is the chr u-nter joi‘| b X 

Stuttgeurden,..fiermMy^^..uho is_ work in conne ct ion 

vritfrt he development v/it£.lthe . He"¥tat eH^ThaH tile 

.Sujpperii^pXQjDe^or* Dr. rEAlhC 

could not elaborate on this. He siamned ct by statinv that the 
apolieexit is a frank, honest man of uhe highest status of 
Aneriesn ideas and ideals. 


^hiile employed at M,I*1*, the ap.:licant resided at 10 forest St., 
Cambridge, Mass. 


fhe vudter further found that this vra s a sixteen apart::ient house 
and I advised that there is 

no one presently residing there ’ifio resided there at the time 
the apolicant lived there* He stated he loiev: the apnlicant axid 
iiis wife had a three-room aprvtmcnt yl5, and that the ap;->licont 
x;a.s out most of the tiLie, and that v;hen he \ra.s around, he a-nd 
mis v/ife eared to live very quietly together, fhe^; paid 
f?5, a month rent for this apartment. 
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Ike records of the police department in Ceiribridge, ifess., were 
ne^'tive in the name of the Subject, 


kiss Catherine Carolan, l.a.ssackasetts Board of Probation, rd.vise 
the writer there was no record in the naxie of the applicant. 

_ Credit Burea-u of Greater Boston, ad%’-ised that 

tlies" had a request for data on the a.pplicsnt in 1943. 'fiiis 
indicated that he resided at 30 East Remington Road, Ithaca, 

Hew York, ajicl had a. good reputation. Ho derogatory data vas 
found. 
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A 



IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO 
FILE No. 




\tth Biepartm^nt nf dust 

^mmxt nf Sttu^attgaiton 

)99ael|ttt0iott, C. 




April 22, 1947 


A tB MA ^tr 


SAC, New York City 

BE: HANS ALBRECHT BETHE - 15 

ATOMIC ENERGY ACT 
APPLICANT (K) 

EMPLOYEE ( ) 


Dear Sir: 


The Bureau file reflects you did not suhmit a report in the 
ahove-captioned case hy the deadline date. You are instructed to im¬ 
mediately submit a report and to explain the reason for your delay. 

If a report has been submitted, make a notation of the date 
on which it was submitted on this letter and return to the Bureau. 

Very truly yours, 


.. 

T F n 





John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Report submitted. 


. y - / Jr- y/ 


Report will be submitted by. 
Reason for delay: 



> //J'x-f t / CI C nl 
c n ^ ^ • i ^ / 


< 
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Ks.a« MBresht 

12 0 


w 1906 5«il 


H-t 6 
A 


0 5 

I X7 

#ASG-3 A.j:S Wash Pf? S-27-U7 


A search of the fingerprints on the above individual has failed to disclose prior 

criminal data. 
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^ FORM APPROVED 

pt r BUREAU NO. 38-ROOl 


TA.TES OF AMERIC/^ 
NERGY COMMISSION 


lEL SECURITY QUESTIONN. .RE 


INSTRUCTIONS - All sections must be comoleted - Write none when applicable - Type or print all answers. If space not 
adequate for complete answers, attach a supplemental.sheet to this form. 


5. DESCRIPTION (Check which) (S MALE □ FEMALE 


RACE HEIGHT | WEIGHT COLOR EYES COLOR HAIR 



1. NAME (Last, First. Middle) 

^^ethe, Hans Albrecht 

(Office #3) 

2. OTHER NAMES (Include maiden name, 

, if married woman) 

None 


3 , NORMAL HOME ADDRESS OR PRINCIPAL 
15 YEARS 

Ithaca, Hew York 

RESIDENCE FOR PAST 


White 5’ll" 180 


Blue Black 


7. BIRTH DATE 


5« (Check which) 

□ SINGLE n DIVORCED I DAY | MONTH | YEAR 

H MARRIED rH WIOOW(ER) I 2 


8» BIRTHPLACE (City. County. StBte or County) 


4. ALL OTHER PERMANENT ADDRESSES FOR PAST I 5 YEARS- 

(Apt. or R,F, D. No..Street. City. St ate, and dates there) 9» CITIZENSHIP 


Since coming to this country in 1935* 

312 Eighlend Road, 101 Ei^gate Road, 

A lOL Eorthvay ®oad, 20 East R«nington Road 
' (All in Ithaca, New York - 1935 to 19^2). 

10 Forest St,, Cambridge, Mass, - I 9 L 2 
to I 9 A 3 . ^ 

Los Alamos, N. J|^** 19^3 to 1946, 


Strasbourg, Alsace-Lorraine, Germany 
CITIZENSHIP ^ Naturalization 

IF NATURALIZED: OlM 

_ 2 / 10/41 _ 

CERTIFICATE NUMBER 

_ 5079504 _ 

PLACE 


IF ALIEN: PORT OF ENTRY 


ALIEN REGISTRATION NUMBER 


^^<;;209 mite Hew York - draft clas 

1/46 to i\ (Mr _ 

^ BOARD NO- 


5 I FI CATION 


' /■/ & 

iillllii:! i:nforma,t i di.pOlTAi ked 

SHIBlft’ IS unclassifIBd 

DilEE 04-04-2 0 06 BY 6u322/AUC/l 


BOARD NO. AND ADDRESS 

#405, Ithaca, New York 

11. SOCIAL SECURITY NO 

Hone 

12 . MILITARY SERVICE_HOHO 




SERIAL NUMBER 

BRANCH 

FROM 

TO (Yr.) 

22_ 





LEGAL RESIDENCE WHEN DISCHARGED 


EDUCATION (Ail schooia above elementary) 


NAME OF SCHOOL 


lioiv, of Mmich Munich, Germany 

U, of Frankfurt on Mair Frankf tirt on Main, Germany 

Goethe Gymnasium " ” 


tit, EMPLOYMENT (List, all employment and dates) 

DATE 1 TYPE OF WORK {NAME OF EMPLOYER (COMPANY 0R~0RGAN IZATI ON) I 


FROM TO (Yr.) DEGREES 

k/z 6 7/^ HiaDa - Hiyeics 
4/24 4/26 , , 

4/15 4/24 \ /)i - 1 / 

RECOUPED IT* J 

£X-|4 _|40_wGMfe47 


Ithaca, New York 


2/35 ^ 

9/42 Erofessor Cornell XMlversity Ithaca, New York 

10/42 

4/43 Staff Member Mass, Institute of Technology Cambridge, Maes, 


(n'o—ci*A ]ss 7 ;t -p. 1 

























NAME OF EMPlOYER (COMPANY OR ORGANIZATION) 


14* employment (Confd.) 


date 


TYPE OF WORK 


ADDRESS (where employed) 


A-A3 

l/46 

1/46 

to Di 


Scientist 

Professor of 
te Hiysics RH; 


of California 








F.B. 


U S.OEPT.Of JOSriCF 


‘^itamell TJaiversity 

li? 

I. 


Box 1663, Los Alamos^ N. M. 


Ithaca, Hew lark 




15. : _ FOREIGN COUNTRIES VISITED (Since J930) (gxcJusive of military service) 


COUNTRY 

DATE LEFT U.S. A. 

DATE RET»0 U-S-A. 

PURPOSE 

Germany & England 

7 / 7/35 

9 / 20/35 

Visit Par^ts 

Germany & Switzerland 

7 / 30/36 

9 / 20/36 

- n — 

1 - . 

Germany 

8/4/37 

9 / 22/37 

” - Vacation 

England, Germany and 

, . f 



Switzerland 

7/20/3B 

9 / 25/38 

#t tt 

Canada 

7 / 35/39 

!► 

8 / 29/39 

Vacation 




GPO—CPA 1887.T- -p. 2 















NAME, ADDRESS, TYPE (Inclusive dates and any office held) 


Americeai Hhysioal Society - Scientific - Columbia Dhlv., H. T., B. T. - 1935 to I 
Present. | 

H. Y. Ac&djmy of Scieme - Scientific - Central Park West, H, X., W, T. - 1939 tib6 
Present, b7C 

-Am. Astronomica 1 Society - Sci^tific - Ann Arbor, Mich,. - 1942 to Date. 

Sigma Xi - Scientific Honor Soc, - Cornell Ij&iiv., Ithaca, N, X, - 1935 to Date. 

Phi Kappa Phi - Academic Honor Society ” •* ” " _ 1938 to Date. 

National Academy of Scientists - Scientific - Washington, D, C. - 1943 to Date. 

American Philosophical Society - Scientific - Philsadelphia, Pa. - Since 1947« 


17. 

RELATIVES ^parents, spouse, children, brothers and sisters, living 

or dead) 


RELATION 

NAME IN FULL 

ADDRESS 

COUNTRY OF BlRTH 

PRESENT CITI2ENSHII 







Father 

Albrecht Bethe 

Frankfurt on Main, Germany 

Germany 

Germany 

/Jl^other 

Anna Nee Kuhn 

Cryders Point Beechhurst, I 


n 

ff 

r Spouse 




ft 

DBA 

Stepbrothes 





Germany 

Stepsister 




fi 






» r’ " 


. . 

’ - , 



1 

- 


* 






GPO—CfA 18873—p. 3 





















REFERENCES (Nam^ t , not relatives or employers, who are we i i acquainted with 

you) 


ADDRESS 

YEARS KNOWN 



Badiation Lab.^ Camibridge/ Mass* 

Hiysics Dept,, Harvard Dbiv., Cambridge, 

Mass. 

B. C* A. Besearch Lab., Princeton, N. J. 

fP l II)36/IH’i(, 


l6 

pb 6 

b7C 

IP 


19. 


^RR 


ESTS (Inclvde all arrests and fines o^/ier ions ^ 


CHARGE 


DATE 


PLACE WHERE ARR 


£E[E_L 


DISPOSITION 


Hone 


HF Hic.r 


Date: 


Jm 1 8 1947 


ffie findftrsts 

In its possess i< 




. _ certifies thnt 
on an application 


fhe Tpr^onnel of the tfriv^'i-slty nf Tq! Coe*rart \V-7405 eng’. 36, f'tJ 




Authorized Repre|efii,ative, Personnel Departmatt 


CERTIFICATION 

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED ABOVE IS CORRECT AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF, I 
UNDERSTAND THAT'THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES WILL INVESTIGATE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN, AND THAT ANY 
FALSE statement IS SUFFICIENT CAUSE FOR REJECTION OF THE APPLICATION OR DISMISSAL AFTER APPOINTMENT. 


DATE 


USUAL SIGNATURE OR MARK OF EMPLOYEE (Si^n Original Only) 


TO" BE FILLED OUT BY AGENCY OR FIRM EMPLOYING 


AGENCY OR FIRM TO EMPLOY APPLICANT 


TSiivereity of California, Contractor to AlC 


ADDRESS 


Box 1663> Los Alamos, N# M. 


BRIEF UOB DESCRIPTION (Job Title, Duties and Location - Description 
should not reveal classifiod information) 


Mils individual is an applicant for a position 
as Consultant for T Division, 


RE-INyiESTf©AT{ON” 


WILl APPLICANT have access TORESTRICTED DATA? 
YES □ NO -b6 

b7C 


(Check the one block applicahle) 

iSD fingerprint card ATTACHED 


CD T - 1 ATTACHED (RESULTS OF FBI 
FINGERPRINT FILE CHECK) 

ZD FBI IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 


DO NOT COMPLETE SPACE BELOMf 


REFERRED TO F.6.i- 


























202 U. S. Court House 
El Paso, Texas 




February 21, 1950 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

\ ^ 

RE: HAH3 ALBBECMT BEIHE - 15 


CHARACTER: 


AEU 


EP FILE NO: 
ALBUQUERQUE FILE NO: 
BUREAU FILE NO: 

Dear Sir: 


n/»-22/<i 


Due to the opening of the New Mexico Office, the following 
indicated changes should be made in connection with the above-captioned case: \ 

( ) Office of origin changed to Albuquerque, 

{ X) Entire file transferred to Albuquerque and this case is con¬ 
sidered Referred Upon Completion to the Office of Origin by 
the El Paso Division. 

( ) Following pertinent serials forwarded Albuquerque, N.M. 

Division and this case remains in a pending status in the 
El Paso Division. Office of origin is BianeAti _ 

Applicant*a name also appears in follniring EP inn-.AAA9j 

100-2968-676,935 (latter sent to Albuq,), 100-3971-8, pg iQdkS) 
100-6160-1 pg 27, 42 (sent to.Alhiiq.),-ll6-;0-259, pg-2, 116-00-21, 
pg. 2,7, Il6-172a9“13« Die above Infozuiatlcxi is being forwarded 
to the AlbaquflrqHfl Office, in aceorrianee with, their requeat-by 
letter d^ted 2/17/50 in the case entitled; FOOGASES; BSPIQHA(S 

- B.—Alhnqnerqtift fila ^_ 


Albuquerque, N.M. Division will comprise the entire state of New 
Mexico beginning December 27^ 194-9• You should route reports and data pertain¬ 
ing to this case, according to the reallocation of te^itory. / 

RtGORO® - 

pw:bgh Very truly yours, 

CCS: Albuquerque 

J ^ i 

. . 

■ |[| [ || || » || ^ 









r. ANDARO FORM NO. 54 






Office MemoMndum 


UNITED states GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


;; -f 4 * , 


DiimcTon 


DATE: 


. )V> 


llarch 1'^ 


3 


1950 


l/ 


SUBJECT: 




rurauciiu -00 yov/r ins-orv,c-'o-i ons) I had prepared c 
cimTaar-j of -i-aforiia-iio-a in -'ohe Dureau's file^ cone er'aing 
De-blic, I'hie loas delivered -'oo f^dniral u-braass -this 
-aorningj -dcrch 13oh, A'bvached is -'ohe file copy of -bhe 
7?.eTr,orandurx i'a quesbion. 


rr- t.rir:rT 

JJii 


C 


- ?.8 


v■^^ 


Kr. Tolsoh__ 

yr. E. A. 'Tamm 
vr» Clegg 


Mr. Glavln ^ 

Mr. Udd ji: 

Ur. NichiP5g^_ 

l£r. Koae*_ 

Mr. Tracj f 


Ur. Egan_ 


Mr. nxu'naa 
Ur. Hai'bo 
Mr. Mohr ““ 


Mr, PennTnglon" 
Mr. Qtilnn Tejnm^ 

Ta?p. Room_ 

Ur, Heaise 


MiSit hoIjiot;;; 


Mlsa Oandy_ 


.lail l ii l M M 

blillllB.iJllllllBllllllIlM 















































KL'L IHFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 04--04-2006 BY 6D322/AUC/LE/CPB/PVR 


BAOKG-.LuI 


.arcl: lo, 1950 


%ns lorecht lethe was born oa July S, 1906, at Strasbourg, 
Alsace-Lorraine, Oeraany. He reoelved Ms Unitedi^ ou 
Vebriiary 10, 1941, at Ithaca, Lew York. His wife , was 

reported to have been the datighter of a professor in uerasny wno was 
famous for his work in connection, with Y-rays. 

c'' kethe received a /h.'). Degree in bysics from the University 
of Yrankfort, Mxmich, Germany, in 19Se, From 19.38 to 1933, he was em¬ 
ployed as a lecturer and teacher in Theoretical Physics in Germany. 3'rom 
1933 to 193.3, he resided in England, -nerforming research at Manchester and 
Bristol, ngland. Since 1935 he has been a -rofessor of Physics at 
Cornell University, Ithaca, lew York, ^om 1943 to 194% he was connected 
with the Radiation Laboratory at the Yareanhusetts Institute of Technology, 
Cambridge, Massadiusetts. Prom 1943 to 1946, he w,a8 employed as a .Uivision 
Leader in the Theoretical Physics Department of the University of Cali¬ 
fornia at Los Alamos, Pew Mexico. Since 1947 he has been a consultant for 
the 'rookhaven national Laboratory and the University of California at 
Los Alamos, Leiw Mexico. 

insiopY 

t'tP.s w::.s reported to have been a refugee from Germn v. who was 
brought to the united Sta tes from wngiand In .Cebraary, 1935, by 
I "t’ormerlyl lof the D enartm^nt of Physics, Cornell University. 

of the ?uos .Alamos Project, stated that 

irsetne mane siany major contri out ions toward developing ^^ractical applicatioTis 
lof the "fissio n urocess" in the nanafaotu re of the atom bomb. He ranked 
leecond only to at the Los Alamos Project. 

i>iF'STia...TL:: 

Bethe X’jas investigated in P'p.roh, 19 A?, as an itoaic nerg,;- V'-'dic- : 
for t^’G oosition of consultaJit at the Csrookhaven National laboratory, -jon,, 
Island, liow ilorl. Associates and acquaintances reported that Pe was ox ex¬ 
cellent character and reputation, 9 tron,;ly antl-Uazl and anti-Cat imun.1 st. Pa 

~re"ortedl .y did not associate closely with a fellow staff isember, _ 

~| I at the University of Cornell, who was reported to hav^ worked 

oievin_closely with the Oomaunist .Party although actual laemliership in the ' arty 

Ntcho u wa s never X.roven. , ,- 

Rosen_ ■ ■ P » '' * • ' 

Tracy_ 

Hsrbo_ P*-r*nAD)Cn op 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


Neaes 











I_watt In j-uac, 1947, concerning his association 

'A’ith '.Ao was at one tise with the Physics Insti¬ 

tute of tie niversity of Roae, Italy, fhe AtMiic ‘‘inergy Connilssion, on 

iuril 3- , 1S47, advised that the Sagslajas might he attempting to obtain_ 

information regarding the atomic bomb through the services of|_ 

who visited the United States in Iscenher, 1946. hethe stated thiit he had. 
known iaaldi since 19;51. A cnordina to 3ethe, the ilanhattan Project v;as 
never dlsctissed ana l lahowed no c nnearn or interest in atoiaic researcVi 

for military x'urposes during f 1 visit ,n 1.146. 'dr. iieth e stated thr.t 

Amalai was def initely o unosed to Oomsonlsm. stated he was 

an asao clate oi l ~l at the University of Rome. According t j | 

I I was politically “left of center* ;-nd probably a Socialist, 'Ut of 

the tyne who does not believe in cooperation with Aomfmmists. Investigation 

failed to substantiate the allegation that the Russians may have been_ 

attempting to obtain information regarding the atomic bomb throw-'h I I 


dr, d ms dethe was also inter viewed in May, 1947, concerning his 
association >;it H | an admitted Communist ' arty nienber, 

who was discharged from the Los -lamos .Atomic '.nergy Tro.ject as .i ooor 
30euri tv risk, -k'the claimed to have nev r been Intimately acopaalnted with 
I althoui-'h he worked in close association with him from 194 3 to 194 5. 
He stated th.-t he knew nothing o" a derogatory nature concerni g| [and 

had no reason to doubt his loyalty to the United States. 

_ dr. Hans .Hethe is reported to be a close associate of | | 

I for the IJniver Itv of Grallfornis at Los alamos, 

Hew iiexico. .. )r. .oethe desoribedi Ion Octob er 7, 1947, as one of th 

ipost -'romiponf.l __ ~| in the wcrLi. Fe stated 


amos, 

one of the 
Fe st8.ted 


lat he 


i ethe stat 

ed ihat 




^ed to be 




have Im d close sej-e-atifie association since 19ti7, 'r. 

[was strongly y)ro»democratic and enti-coismunlstlc. 


to bo Gommunist-infiltrated and t o have corre sponded with 
■ eliable iniormants re^nrpfi that I L sr, in contact 

least Goaamlst symrpathsiJ_ 


scientist in 
rltli ersons c 


and other associates ol 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


I vouched 


loyall 


i highly confidential informant a<ivised that in .Geceabci, 194-1, 
the I'GB, a lovlet 1 telligenee agency, was in possession of a list of in¬ 
dividuals ’who were knov.fn to be connected with atomic energy/. Included aaoa\, 
t're names of these individuals was tb.; ua:a*"' of Haas "^othe. 












:)r. osthf; wRa on February 14, 19 ^'.. In cojmectiaa 

I with 'asil_ He adwiaed he had taiown_ since 1934 

when he aet him at the UniTersity of Irlstol in rigland, H© stnted that 
[ ▼1 sited him in S<^ienectady, Hew York, in the summer of 1;)46, and at 
i Ithaca. !lew Yo rk, in the Spring of 1948 or 1349. He a^ivlaed that ha had 
i vislted l I in Sngland | I dnri ^ the a nmiBe y of 1948, He claimed 

!, that he had never hM reason to s uaoecfl | of espionage, 'fe also 

I stated that he had no knowledge of over attempting to elicit iafor- 

Imation from him. f 


i visltedl_ I in Sagland I \ dqyj 

!, that he had never had reason to s uaoect 

( stated that he had no knowledge of 
mat ion from him. 


b6 

b7C 


Aceordln^i’ to a mail cover placed on employees of the Los llamos 
.:To.ject on October 39, 1943, by -Irmy Intelligence, Bethe received an ap^oeal 
for funds from the Ilational federation for Constitutional Liberties, 113S 
Broadway, Sew York City. The National 'ederatlon for Constitutional 
Liberties has been cited by the Attorney General as being xfithin the i tir-* 
view of iixecutlvs Order 98.35, ) 

Bethe was a member of the Pxesutlve Committee of the Association 
of Scientists of Cornell university, an affiliate of the federp-tion of 
iaerican Scientists. The Federation of American Scientists wi s reported 
to have had a number of members who were also members of the Coaiaunist lartp. 

■ .‘xJ.-*,.. y 

)r. Hans 3th8 was najaed in an article appearing in the ;ashini';ton 
I Times Herald for fe'bra&ry 14, 1947, as a, trustee of the Emergency Oommittee 
of Atonic Scientists, Inc., headed by Albert Adnstein. The article roaortod 
that the committee was attempting to raise 1,000,900 to finjiace efforts to 
I divulge information concerning atomic energy, which the American Govejmment 
I is tryii'jg to ]<eep secret as a safeguard against international trouble. The 
I article quoted a fora letter of the committee as referring to the "outraode- 
concept of narrow nationalisms,” The lottrr, ,icaordlni; to the news article, 

I warned that there is no defense -aa no jossHIo control of this basic power 
'and furth-P'rmore that there is ao scerst concerning it, pq... 


•'“'o J 


The ''Ithaca Journal'* for CctoiA'r 9, 1549, contained 


irticle 


I on a meeting helcl by the Association of ;cienti8tE u" Cornell liniversity 
I on October 7, 1349. Is principal spe-iker Dr. Bethe was quoted as ha,ving 
I called for .free Interufitional exchange of scientific infQrEi*.tion about the 
tomic bomb. Concerning President Arumjm’s disclosure of iui atomic ex¬ 
plosion in Russia, Bethe stated he saw no reason why we sh:)uld not now 
; release secret information, including the to-' secret figure on the eritlonl 
mass needed, ■!& was quot-d as having riled .uit the possibility th.ut security 











leaks, nota'oly the alleged release of a rious forrrala. hy 'ct I'oist- 

could have helped the Eussiane la any y. his st.*teBeiit refers to the 
incident involving Joseph h’oodrow 'Jein'bsrg, w .3 identified in t^ie press 
as fcientist-h. 'einberg was allsged to have advised Jteve kelson in larch, 

194L>, concerning erperiiaents at the hadlation 'tahoratory at nrkeley, California, 
r. 'iethe was also quoted as s;sying that the release of haslc infona tlon will 
not tell the Hussl;:-a 3 'jaythlng they do not l^now, (lUO-h-./ . 5 ^) 

In the early part of 1946, Han* at' the collabor- ted with other iiei-ihers 

of the fediSration of Aaarloan Solentlstt in the preparation of a book entitlt d 
"One '-'orld or Sons,” The ptjrposs of thr- hook was to give an informl picture 
of the ramifications of the subject of . toaic energy. It warned the ublic 
that the control of atomic energy is an essential of human survival. The filn 
rights to this book were sold to the "nited Productions of America in flay, 1146. 
Three officials of the above orgrsnlsatloa were re-’iorted to "be laembera of tm’ 
Communist Party, 



The ‘ashington "Sunday Star" for Pebru 5, 1950, cant /.! r;! an 
article concerning Tliia article reports eonnents made by 'r. 'Dtlie 

and other scientists on '^brunry 4, 1950, at Columbia University -/hero a 
meeting of the American Physical .Association was being held. Pethe ?;,s 

quoted as starting th t he was one ©f tha few people Puchs associated with at 
Los hlomos, Ifew 'exico, and that they were very friendly. 'he ivrticle quoted 
Pethe as stating, "'I didn’t know about his i'eal opinions. If ho was a spy 
he played his role absolutely perfectly," Pr, Bethe is reported to ha.;« also 
stated that Pochs was not prominent ia urging internatiomil exchange (;f 
scientific information. Dr. Bethe stated that Tuchs was one of the most 
valuable men in his division at Los il-iaos; "evejp’body liked him... made 
.■ n extremely gr^;at contribution." Concerning fuchs’ bacli^round, the article 
quotes Dr. Bethe .ns stati*^ th t "His father was quite prominent In the Chnrcb... 
so I nev' r snspected him of anything like bt lag a uoiffiHunist. s a ra^ n of the 
Church his father strongly opposed Hitler a.n’ went to prison for tht t in ;; , 

which is i'll to his credit, He was of thr.t grou"! of outspoken clorgyraeri 
opuo s i ng ■'‘‘i tier." 

"^r. :;-:the was algo quoted as stating th-t, ''s need Britiaa to help 
us... Uow we believe they will be shut off from cur work... ’e havt; to kf er our 
friends." 





The "Joiirnal .\aerloaa» mewgpaper of Sew Toifc City for February 5, 
1950, also carried an article ooacernlng S^ochs in whioh '.Or. liethe is quoted 
as stating, ”1 knew 'hichs well. I considered him a first class man, from a 
scientific standpoint. At the tine I knew him, I newer questioned his 
loyalty," 3ethe is also quoted as stating that .^aerioa's "closely 

guarded" secrets on hydrogen bombs are now "no longer secrets." 

(.o5-5880a-Su'’o-.-i) 

Inforaation was received from ns of the press oorrespoadeats 
that following the issuance of the public statement, referred to above, 
on February 4, 1950, Dr. BetJw eenaented, off the record, that he could 
understand why Fuchs did lAat he did. He was reported to have symijsthised 
with Fuchs’ attitude because, "A-fter all, a scientist is of the world 
s,nd works for the world." 









October 12, 19S3 
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b6 

■b7C 


The Honorable 

The Postmaster General 

Washington, D, 0, 


'/I 

'/ 




dear JJr, Hob tmaster GenerdTt 






b6 

b7C 


[ 


This will acknowledge your cormunicacian 
■hited (k::t.nhe.r 3. _ IQH.l, enclosing a le tter to uou f ro'n 


It is noted that 


I 


tiuxt a friend who lives in Sheraton, a{id inhn is nn 
on ato;nio de fe nse» has know l edge tha 


irwL 


f edge tha 
Dr, Hanc 


J_ 




H 




A, Bethel, 0 / 

‘." i rtry 


reportv 

^f-hor'ihe 

b7C 


fhe frierai ts named 


and 


Inasmuch as informati on oonceminj Possible 


Cofimunist activities on the pari of 


pnd Be the 


ire of interest to the Federal Bureau aj Jnvescigatian, 


u'ou\ d appreciate being informed of the name and address of 
'in order that arranaements can be made to have him 


interviewed by a representative of the Federal Bureau of 


Investigation for more complete details. If you desire, 
will not disclose your identity during the course of U^e 
proposed interview with him. 


JL loiah to thank you for bringing, thi^ 


matter iio dttehti^n and i\ will be appreciated :4 


will advise of the identity of 


you 


ds soon as poa&iidigi* 


S iricerel u uours 


MOTE: When the ^ stmaster General replies with the identity 

cf\ oill be interviewed for all ai^if^hle data i 

--- - . 


JCO-lhTTT 


hii 


wron concerning tf\ 
and Be the* 


‘cmmunist act hri 1 1 


O, 


CwJb^/ 


CO f llo- (Hans A* B,ethe)\ \ 
JlZheme < . /\i 




'^4 


T-fj 

SFOmiTY INT'QHMTICW ■ 



■V- 





















♦ 



UNITED STATES DEPAKTMENT OF JUSTICE* 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



In M^y, Please Bf.fer to 
File No. , V 


WASHINGTON %S, D. C. 


AIR MAIL 


REi 


ATCailC ENERGX ACT - EISPLOIEE 


REINVBSTIGATION 


Dear Sirs 


Ycm are izistructed to conduct an immediate, thorough, discreet 
investigation concerning the character, associates, and Ic^alty of the 
above-named individual in accordance with the provisions of the Atomic 
Aiergy Act of 1946* 

Reports and correspondence in this case should reflect the 
character as AEAE. 

At the request of the Atomic Energy Commission the Bureau has 
consented to make inquiries on certain of its employees for the purpose 
of bringing the original applicant investigation up-to-date. These 
employees occupy very sensitive positions| therefore, All inquiiies must 
be thorough and all inclusive. 

The employee's entire adult life must be accounted for. If 
this was not done during the original investigation it will be necessary 
to account for the adult life during instant investigation. 

The scope of the current investigation must include interviews 
with present neighbors, associates, acquaintances, and whenever desirable 
confidential informants should be coatscted® Credit and criminal checks 
should be made on the employee. The sese checks should be made on his 
inmediate relatives at their known place of residence. 

Those asking questions pertaining to the purpose of this inves¬ 
tigation should be advised that the inquiries are being made at the request 
of the AEG and are of a routine nature. 

The original and four copies of the report are to be transmitted 
to the &ireau by air mail unless ordinary mail is equally speedy. The 
deadline in this case is < ■ 


Present address: ,, 

Birthdate and birthplace;^'' ., 

Social Security Number: ' 

Firm to enqsloy and position involved; 


•ALL IMFORMRTICX CCXTAIXEL 
^HIEREIM UKCLASSIFIED 
DATE 04-04-2006 BY 6G322/AUC/L1 


CPB./PVR 


Very truly yours 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 








RS: HANS ALBRECHT BETHE « HI - SF - il99 
A S A E 

Conduct f\ill investigation 

ALBAN? - See your lile 100-12000, on eaplojee. Bring investigation up to 
date. 

Note: Eaployee has been investigated as Espionage - R subject 
with Albany office of origin. 














STAl^ARD FORM NO. 64 


0-1 


Office .^Aj^WOYCMdufyi • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO : SAC, ALBUQUERQUE file ) DATE: II-I 3-53 

FROM : Director, FBI 


SUBJECT: j^AWS ALBRECHT BETHE - NY - SF - 3199 ■ 

AEA-E ■ 

BUDED 9 - 25-53 I 

(x) ihe deadline in this case has passed and the Bureau has not ■ 

received a report. You are instructed to immediately submit H 

a report. In the event a report has been submitted, you H 

should make a notation of the date on which it was submitted H 

on this letter and return it to the Bureau. H 

(RE ALBANY LET 8-26-53 AND ALBANY AIRTEL 8-26-53) ■ 

Report submitted- H 

Report will be submitted_ H 

Reason for delay- II II IIII B^ ^ 

- MI II I III IM 


( ) 
{ ) 
( ) 


Advise Bureau re status of this case. 
Advise Bureau when report may be expected. 
Surep immediately. 



(Place your reply on this? form and return to the Bureau. Note on the top serial 
in the case file the receipt and acknowledgment of this communication.) le-esais-i 









S;]^NDARD FORM NO. 64 


0-1 


Ojfice M.eM0V^flduM • united states government 


TO 


SAC, ALBUQUERQUE 


(Your file 


) DATE: 10-23-53 


FROM ; .Director, FBI 


SUBJECT; HANS ALBRECHT BETHE - NY - SF - 3199 
AEA-E 

BUDED 9-25-53 

(x) The deadline in this case has passed and the Bureau has not 
received a report. You are instructed to immediately submit 
a report. In the event a report has been submitted, you 
should make a notation of the date on which it was submitted 
on this letter and return it to the Bureau. 

(REALBANI LET 8-26-53 AND ALBANY AIRTEL 8-26-53) 

Report submitted- 


Report will be submitted 
Reason for delay - 


ALL IN'FORMAT’ICX CONTAIJIED 
-HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE C4-C4-2CGS BY 60322/ADC/LlP/CPB/FVR 


( ) 
( ) 
( ) 


Advise Bureau re status of this case. 
Advise Bureau when report may be expected. 
Surep immediately. 




V 


(Place your reply on this* form and return to the Bureau. Note on the top serial 
in the case file the receipt and acknowledgment of this communication.) lo-eozift-i 







>ARD FORM NO. 64 


0-1 


Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


'SAC, ALBUQUERQUE 


Director, FBI 


(Your file 


) DATE: 10-12-53 


HANS ALBRECHT BETHE - NT - SF - 3199 
AEA-E 

BUDED 9-25-53 

(x) . XHe deadline in this case has passed and the Bureau has not 
received a report. You are instructed to immediately submit 
a report. In the event a report has been submitted, you 
should make a notation of the date on which it was submitted 
on this letter and return it to the Bureau. 

(RE ALBANI LET ^26-53 AND ALBANY AIRTEL 8-26-53) 

Report submitted_y:_ 


Report will be submitted 
Reason for delay _ 


ilk 


_:_ MI l l lll M lI l l l l MIB l ll ll lMIl^ 

( ) Advise Bureau re status of this case. ^/ 

( ) Advise Bureau when report may be expected. 

( ) Surep immediately. 

(Place your reply on thiff form and return to the Bureau. No^^^^^3l^%.;a55^'feeT±ariL-^ 
in the case file the receipt and acknowledgment of this communfcation.) i 8 -ge 2 i»-i 









STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


FD-205 


Office MjemovafldufU • united states government 

“a-'/ 


Ireotor, FBI (File 4 I ) date: f " 2. 


•S’vf 


FROM 


.rh 


tU/ y^Olik (File //^ _ s-00 ) 


^ «AC, i 

subject : L (^R E th T Id trLe - 


y' t ^ 


This case will be delinquent. 



Date the report or neceasarjF'e<HMaiaicat4on 
will reach the Bureau: / £> - 2. S'D 


AEG zone designation, e7g,, OR, CH, etc.: 

(This applies only to 116 cases.) 

KLL .. . "1||,y- f;;.r 

HEREIM mi ... 

DATE 









UNITED STATES 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


IN RtPI.Y REFER TO: 


SPjPH 


Iviay 15, 1953 


Honorable J« Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U« S« Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C » 

Attention! Ur. G. C« Callan 

Subject I MS •' LBRECin’ B'STHB, 3199-NY-S3?’ REINVESTIGATION 


Dear Mr. Hoovert 


the 

There are attached hereto Personnel 

( ) fingerprint card 

Security Questionnaire and ( ) FBI Form T-l 

( ) FBI Form T-2 


for the above-named individual who has been investigated 
previously by the Bureau under the provisions of the Atomic 
Energy Act of 1946. 

It is requested that a reinvestigation relative to this 
individual be conducted and that we be furnished with the 


results at your earliest convenience. 


ALL FBI INFOPllATIOH CCXTAIKED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DA-E C4-04-20C6 BY 60322/AUC/L?/C?B/R 


Sincerely yodrs, 
"7 / 




Frwaeis Hammack, Chief 

'iAliS Arr'PJir i-iT .PETIiE’-ITy-Si'-3199 JULY'27l9b6 ’’ 

Enclosure! 

\ I'Jew PSO , to be returned to f:EG by FBI. 

(FPC, T-1 or T-2 not available.) 







FD-'ft 

( 1 - 10 - 49 ) 




« 


FEDlif^AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FORM No. I 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU 


REPORT MADE AT 


ALBUQUERQUE 


12/24/53 



CHARACTER OF CASE 


HANS ALBRECHT BETHE - NY - SF - 3199 


AEA E 


b7C 


SYNO 


mnsimsi 



REFERENCE: Bureau lett er to Albany dated J uly 27^ 1953* 

Report of S^j iated April 14, 194?^ at El-Paso. 


I -i"'" 

V " ri 


DETAILS: 
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N 


At Los Alamos, New Mexico 

Personne l r- a nn-rt^n nf fh a Tiniir a Tiat ty Of California at Los Alanws, 
made available by |reflect that Dr. BETHE was 

employed as a research group leader in the Theoretical Physics Division 
of the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory from April 1, 1943, to Janiiary 11, 
1946, when he voliintarily resigned to return to his former position at 
Cornell University. The records reflect that he has been continuously 
retained as a consultant to the Theoretical Physics Division of the Univer¬ 
sity of California at Los Alamos from April 1, 1946, to the present, and 
that in such capacity he has been physically present at Los Alamos during 
the following indicated periods: 

Four days in 1946 
5 days in 194? 

7 days in 1948 

July 4 to July 8, 1949 

December 28, 1950 to January 28, 1954 

Februa:^ 3, 4952 to September 10, 1952 

May 1, 1953, to September 12, 1953. 

The records further indicate that at various times between 1946 
and present Dr. BETHE has also been paid for performing considerable con¬ 
sultant work for the University of California while he physically remained 
at Cornell University, Ithaca, New York. He is presently paid for such 
services at the rate of $120.00 per day. 

Instant personnel records reflect that Dr. BETHE was born on July 
2, 1906, at Strasbourg, Germany, and that he was natxrralized as a citizen 
of the United States at Ithaca, New York, on February 10, 1941. On a Per¬ 
sonnel Security Questionnaire executed for the University of California and 
and the Atomic Energy Commission undi^r date of August I8, 194?, he indicated 
that his father, ALBRECHT BETH^ was then living at Frankfurt-on-Main, Germany, 
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born in Germany, were at that time residing in Belfast, Ireland. The 
instant personnel records do not contain any information unfavorable to 
either Dr. or Mrs. BETHE in any respect. 


pheoretical Physici Division, 
that he first met Dr. BETHE 


University of California at Los Alamos, advised 
at Los Alamos in the spring of 1945 and that he had some b ut not conet ant 
contact with him during that year. From 1946 through 1949| twd 


occasional contact with BETHE at Cornell University, and from 195® to the 
present he has worked very closely with him whenever he has been at Los 
Alamos, with occasional consultation meetings at Cornell University ar 
other places. He also indicated that he has had considerable social contact 
with BETHE and his wife and stated that he is- cartain that he has had more 
contact with Dr, BETHE than anyone else presently at Los Alamos.. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


I_ptated that BETHE is "extremely capable" as one of the 

or.tstanding physicists in the world; that he is honest and conscientious to 
a degree, and that he is very methodical and thorough on any type of work 
that he may engage in. He stated that he has never had any reason whatso¬ 
ever to question the basic loyalty of Dr. BETHE to the United States, and 
that he is certain that Dr. BETHE entertains a very definite feeling for 
the desirability O' life under a free, democratic form of government. He 
ndvised that the mothers of both Dr. BETHE and his wife presently reside 
in the ■'^icinitj’’ of New York City; that he is not certain as to i.hether 
either o'- their fathers are now living, and that to the best of his knowledge 
neithe.” of them attempt to maintain any paT"ticular contact with any possible 
relative or other individual presentl 3 / residing in Europe 


I_I advised that some individuals may heva indicated some 

criticism o^ Dr. BETHE because of his apparent lack of active participation 
in th«^ >reapons development program between 1946 and 195 ®^ ®nd tlmt he believes 
that during ruch period PETHE did entertain considerable hope that develop¬ 
ment of greater weapons would not be necessary, and that a way might be 
found for permanent peace. But he stated definitely that he has never knovm 
BETHE to offer any active or actual vocal opposition to development of greater 
weapons, specifically the H-Bomb, and that to the contrary BETHE was actua''ly 
in "avor of its development all the time, if possible, although until about 
1950 he was not convinced that it was feasible or workable. He advised that 
a fcer BETHE's feeling of urgency o the need for such a weapon increased, 
whirh T'/as about the same time that he became convinced that it was feasible,- 
he devoted his most sincere e forts unselfishly to the pro.ject which resulted 
in itnmeasureeble benefits. He also pointed out that during the period of 
19^6 through 1949> BETHE -was very busy with his academic work at Cornell 
Un?.ve sitj'- and also performed considerable work at Knolls Laboratory near 
thr>re He fxirther stated that he personally has al-ways found BETHE to be 
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entirely cooperative in any possible approach that he has made to him in 
connection vith the de^^enso or weapons programcf the United States, 


informeo, that the only organizations that he has ever 


knovm BETHE to be affiliated with hat'© been purely professional scientific 
organizations and the Federation of American Scientists. In regard to the 
letter organization, he advised that BETHE has been a fairly active member 
for some time; that he has not held a national office only becai’.se he has 
refused to indicate that he would accept same if offered, and that he 
believes that BETHE has offered members o;^ the organization very "sound" 
advice on several instances, none of which was to the possible detriment 
of the United States. 


b6 

b6 

b7C 


In regard to the past or present associates of BETHE, 


b6 
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stated that nearly all of his associates have common -profess ional interest s 
■ and t.hft.t he believes that he has been the most intimB-te_a±tliC 

J-L-former member of the Atomic Energ 3 '- Commission;!_ 

_I with whom he formerly worked c ^lnselv but ban not, rp ntacted very 


frequently -within the past three years, and[ 


stitute for Advanced Stud;'- of Prin ceton University 


I 


f the In- 
He also advised that 

BETHE has been quite friendly vith|_[over a long period of 

years although they sometimes do not entertain like views on some subjects. 
He advised that to the be>gt nt hla,knowledge all of these individuals are 


entirely loval 
visit with 




«1on -hhot. hn q IrnnuT] BETHE tO 

on one 


or two occasions during the time BETHE was working at Los Alamos, but that 
he believes that th is was due only to the fact that he enter tains some 

las well as consideration for I 


sympathy fori 


and does not 


indicate that he has ever had any close personal association with him. 


advised thai] 


I n regard to BETHE*s association with 

has been a member of the faculty in the Department of 


Physics at Cornell University for the past several years and that BETHE 
has had considerable contact with him both of a professional and a social 

nature. He further pointed out that they worked together at Los Alamos_ 

during World War II. He stated that BETHE has undoubtedly defended 
right to his personal beliefs or to make statements that he desires to, witn 
The University officials at Cornell University, probably on the basis of 
his belief in academic freedom, but he has definitely never heard him indicate 
in any way that he personally entertained any sympathy for similar ideologies. 
He furthermore has never heard him offer any objection or opposition to the 
netion of the Atomic Energy Commission In revoking or removing the ”clearance” 
o for access to restricted data. He stated that he has never had 
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any rea,ao n whatsoever to "believe that BETHE has in tiny way furnished 

_|any type of possibly coafidentiel or restricted information since 

the expiration of his clearance for such access< He further advised that 
he does not personally believe that there is any appreciable danger in 
their continued association because Dr. BETHE is such a methot^ ical ner- 
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sonality that there is very little risk that he would ever givel 


or any other unauthorized individual, confidential informant either in¬ 
tentionally or inadvertently. 


b6 
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__Concluded that be has never known Dr. BETHE to offer 

any opposition whatsoever to any type of reasonable security rules or 
regulations, and that he considers him to "be completely trustworthy with 
the highest type| nf mnfifigntial 1 y foriaation, notwithstanding his continued 
association with 


In regard to the aforementioned! 


the"Albuquerque 

Journal" newspaper of l%y 10, 1953> contained an INS article datelined Miy 
9, 1953 ^ at Ithaca, New York, stating that Prof. PHILIRil^ERlSOK had told 
a Senate Investigating Sub-Committee at Boston, Mass., on that date that 
"he had "been a communist." 


In regard to the aforementioned| p- 

the House Un-American Aactivities Committee reflect th8t|_ 


r.f 


testified before that committee in the forepart of 1951 and admitted that 
he had formerly been a member of the communist party. The communist party 
has been designated by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. 


_ Theoretical Physics Division, University of California at Los Alamos, 

advised that he first met Dr. BETHE at Los Alamos about 1944 and that he had 
occasion al contact wit h him from that time to 1951. He explained that even 
when he, I 


was not actively employed at Los Alamos he served as 
and secretary of the Senior Besponsible Eeview Committee of the 


a member 

Atomic Energy Commission, and in such capacity also "had some professional 
contact with him. He further explained that from 1951 to 1953 he worked 
very closely with BETHE at Los Alamos and at Cornell University, but stated 
s.hat irregardless of such contact he does not personally feel that he is 
ivn're than casually acquainted with BETHE and described him as a very "complex 
Individual" who retains a certain amount of "aloofness" and "arrogance" in 
his dealings with associates. He further advised that in his opinion BETHE 
L,- a man who seldom changes his opinion once it is clearly formed, but tlMt 
ur the other hand he is not one to fail to devote his best efforts to any 
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>7ork that he undertakes simply hecause he may not he in coniplete a ccord 
uith thp dpi^ irah-iUty of any work or project. In this connection, 

Jadvised that BETHE did originally oppose the attempt of the 


United States to develop the H-Bomb but that he did so only because he 
felt that it might not be entirely feasible and that efforts in that 
direction would only lead Russia to devote great efforts toward development 
of a similar weapon which might someday be used against the United States. 
He further stated definitely that when the objections of BETHE and others 
were overruled and the Presidential Announcement of research in that 
direction was made, BETHE felt that if a whole-hearted effort was not tmde 
by nearly all of the scientific personnel in this country the project might 
fall short of expectations and only ser^'e to further stimulate the Russians, 
a possibility which he considered to be very dangerous and imdesirable. He 
stated that he is certain that Dr. BETHE has worked very hard on the H-Bomb 
project since early in 195 ^^ and that he has conscientiously devoted his 
most sincere effort and has made many contributions of immeasurable value. 


b6 
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the charau mr. 


stated that he has never had any reason to question 
iiiiegi'iLii Jr loyalty of Dr. BETHE to the United States or 


the democratic form of government in any respect. He has never known him 
to be affiliated with any organirations except professional societies and 
the FEDERAEIOW OF AMERICAN SCIENTISTS. In regard to his associates, he 
ad ylsed that BETHE has for man y years been a close associate and "follower" 

and that i n his o-pinlon h e still has consider- 


of 


abic cunt^acu «xiu rebaiiis gresL faith in f 
to ha«e any appreciable amount of contact with 
that BETHE continues to Bavp « cnnairiprahie amount or contact, noth profes¬ 
sional and social . with 


1 He has not kr^ own him 

He advised 


has defended 


at Cornell University and that BETHE 

^ ^ ^ _ j-a_T_ _ ___ 


to Uhiyefslty Oifrcials on the basis of academic free- 
dom and as a matter of principle, although he has never known him to condone 
_I activities in connection with communistically infiltrated organi¬ 
zations or to indicate any sympathy for his ft-nnarent Ideologies. He added 

that he has actually never known BETHE and |_|to discuss political 

ideologies and that he personally does not believe that they ever have en¬ 
gaged in such a discussion to any appreciable extent. He also adv f'rir . i^ ■<-hn + 


he heard BETHE state in the spring of 1953 that he has never givenj_ 

access to any type of confidential or restricted information suhsemient to 
the time that he was advised not to by the AEC about 1947. |_ 


stated that he has never had any reason to doubt this statement of BETHE, 
and that to the best of his knowledge BETHE has always been quite discreet 
in his conversations and has never discussed possibly restricted data with 
f.ny unauthorized individual, or unnecessarily discussed such information 
with properly cleared people. He advised that BETHE may have overlooked 
rome minor security regulations in the past, or left them for other indi- 
v:.fluals to handle, but that he has in general been thoroughly observant 
and in accord with necessary security precautions. He stated that in his 
'.•pinion BETHE has always had a very commendable attitude on "Classifiafcion 
I letters," and that although he has spent considerable time in thought on 
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b6 
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the matter, he has never actually advocated much "declassification" of 
pertinent material or any sharing of such data with other countries. 

b6 

Iheoretleal Physi c s b 7 C 
Division, University of California at Los Alamos, advised that he has known 
Dr. BETiffi professionally and to some extent socially from 1946 to the present. 

He stated that both BETHE and his wife are entirely honest, responsible 
individuals of good charactej^ and that he has never had any reason to ques¬ 
tion their loyalty to the United States of the democratic form of government 
in any respect. He has only known BETHE to be affiliated with the American 
Physical Society and stated that he has only known him to associate with 
scientists who stc very highly regarded professionally and who to the best 

o'^ his knowledge are loya]_cl±±zens_ tTp' h«g nr» -noygonai of BETHE* s 

possible association with] |or He stated 

that he has never known Dr. rnTru;* ro oe inaiscreet in his conversations on 
any type of restricted information or to disregard security regulations or 
precautions in any manner. He concluded that to the best of his knowledge 
he is a thoroughly trustworthy person. 

University of California at Los 

Alamos, aavised tnat ne stuaied ana worked under Dr. BETHE*s direction at 
Cornell University from 195® to 1952 and that since the forepart of 1952 
he has had .some professional and some casual social contact with him, at Los 
Alamos. He stated that he has always found Dr. BETHE to be a thoroughly 
honest and responsible individu*!, of outstanding intelligence, and that 
he has never had any reason to question his loval tv to the Un ited States or 
the democratic form of government in any respect. explained that 

because he possessed appropriate clearance while attending Cornell Univer¬ 
sity on an AEC Fellowship grant, he was able to assist Dr. BETHE in his 
work with some classified data there, and that he never knew him to violate 
any security rules or regulations or to offer any possible opposition to 
such regulations. He did not know him to be affiliated with any organizations 
and did not know his particular associates. He concluded that to the best of 
his knowledge and belief. Dr. BETHE can be completely trusted with the 
highest type of confidential information. 

Theoretical Physics Division, Univer¬ 
sity of uaiirornia cc nos Aiamos, aavised that he has had considerable pro¬ 
fessional contact with Dr. BETHE between 195® and the present. He stated 
that BETHE is a man of "tremendous capabilities", and that to the best of 
his knowledge, his character, integrity and loyalty to the United States is 
unimpeachable. He added that he has always found Dr. BETHE to be discreet in 
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Ms conversations and scrupulous in Ms observation of security regula¬ 
tions. He has not had any knowledge of his organizational affiliation or 
particular associates, but considers him to be a thoroughly trustworthy 
individual. 


I 


University of California at Los AlamO!: 


advised that he has known ’Dr. EETHE as a "very top level" scientist and 
consultant at the Los Alamos Laboratory since 1944. He has been acquainted 
with Dr. EETHE’s wife but has never known any of his other possible relatives. 
He stated that to the best of his knowledge BETHE is an individual of unim¬ 
peachable cheracter and reputation, and that he is entirely loyal to the 
United States and the democratic form of government. He stat ed that althoijgh 
BETHE apparentlj'^ believed, as dld j that a "great 

deal of thought should be given the matter" prior to any attempt to develop 
8 type of H-Bomb or any such weapon of tremendous power, once the decision 
was made he contributed his work and efforts unselfishly and whenever he 
felt that he could be of value to the project. He further advised that al¬ 
though BETHE performed little work for the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory 
(iring the period of 1946 to 1949^ he was active on other defense projects 
and was not requested or slntplv could not d evote any more time or effort 


then he did during that period. 


1 


advised that he has not had any 


him to be a very close personal friend of 


1 

_1 Hifi. 

intimate friend oH 
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■le jaa 
md|_ 


s not had direct knowledge of the degree of association 
put is conniza pt of the fact that BETHE 


ss a member o:!" the 
'' s bel ■■ ^ f 


between BETHE am 

has urged Cornell University officials to retcin[ 
faculty, -Mch ection he believes is only because of EETH^ 

ncsdcmic . reedom and the fact that he does not now consider that|_ 

could be a "security risk" in such position due to the fact that he has not 
hod access to any restricted data for a period of sex'-eral ^^'ca'^s 


kdvised that he has always found BETHE to entertain 


. ve-y commendable and cooperative attitude in all his dealin.es with him 
.'.dative to classification and securit 3 '- matters, although he may have some 
tendenej^ to overlook minor details or leave them to someone else. To the 
best of his knowledge BETHE Ms always been discreet and methodical in his 
conversations relative to restricted data, and is a trustworthy individual. 


_[University of 

California at Los Alamos, advised that in the summer of 1953 wMle Dr. BETHE 
«as at Los Alamos, he requested his assistance in obtaining information from 
r.he inactive ■nc.rgnnnoT file of the University of California relative to 

explained that inasmuch as EETilE as a laboratory 
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official was entitled to access to such files if he desired it, he did 
obtain the instant personnel file and allow EETHE to examine same in his 
presence. He a|.atea that at that time Dr. BETHE was apparently attempting 

had deliberately furnished false statements to 


to determine if 

conceal possible connection with communist party organizations at the time 
he w as employe d at Los Alamos during World War II, He indicated t | 
that I b ad claimed that he had not falsified the Personnel Security 

Questionnaires or affidavit executed by him in connection with such employ¬ 
ment because he had only been asked to submit or indicate "current" organi¬ 
zational aff iliation, and he was not an.Bctiva member of the communist party 
at that time. [ advised that Bid not list any current or 

former affiliation with the communist paruy, or any obviously communist 
controlled organizations on any PSQ executed by him for the University of 
California even though the questionnaire clearly specified that he ghonld 

have listed all former as well as current organizational membership. _ 

advised that lETIIE did not make any specific comments follcn^ing his exami¬ 
nation of the records, but that he received the impression that BETHE 
desired t hic informat ion only to determine the degree of support that he 
might give t .n the future in connection with his continued employ¬ 

ment at Cornell University, He stated specifically that EETHE did not in 
any way indicate that he was pit.i ri-nst.in g a;iy type of exception or objection 


b7C 

□ 


o the d enial of clearance to 


c 


by the Atomic Energy Commission,* 
could not furnish ony additional in’^onaation relative to Dr, BETHE. 

JiEIGHEORS AND ACQUAIITfANCES 


At Los Alamos, New ?fexico _ 

Resident housin g assignment recor ds of the Zia Company Housin, 


Office, made available by[ 


reflect that Dr. BETHE and his 


wife have been assigned belovr designated resident quarters at Los Alamos 
on the indicated dates: 


3920-A Trinitj’’ Drive, June “^ 0 , 1949 to September 10, 1949^ 

10l6 - 49 th Street, February 6, 1952> to September 9, 1952; 

794-A 46th Street, June 17 , 1953, to September 11, 1953- 

_I Theoretical Ph^/sics Division, Univer¬ 
sity of California, advised that whenever Dr. BETHE has been at Los Alamos 
on other than during the above periods, he only occupied temporary transit 
-ccoramodatioris at the Lodge and did not laaintain any type of permanent 
■ osidence. 

Zia Company, advised that 
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that he formerly resided at 3920-B Trinity Drive, and knev Dr. EETHE and 
his wife casually as close neighbors at that address for a period of about 
two months in the summer of 19^9* He stated that they appeared to be verj'- 
respectable people of good character, and tMt he did not have any reason 
to question their loyalty in any way. He advised that the only particular 
n'agnriate nf Dr —BE2IHE that he was able to identify dinring that time was 


1038 - 49th 

Street, advised that he knew Dr. BETHt; aid. his wife as next door neighbors 
for about seven months in 1952 and had some neighborly contact with them 
during tht time. He stated that he found them to be very respectable and 
responsible people who appeared to be entirely loyal and patriotic citizens. 
He did not kncnr anything about any possible relatives of either Dr. or Mrs. 
BETI ffi and advised that t hei r nni-r -na-r+T miinT nn HorlatoH in that neighborhood 
werej |and who are entirely loyal 

citizens ro tne nest o;' his knowledge. 

^ia Company, IO6O-A 49th Street, 

advised mat ne icnew ur. dfiiriB; and nis wife rather casually as neighbors 
during a period of about seven months in 1952. He stated that to the best 
of his knowledge they were very respectable and responsible individuals j. 
9 S well ns entirely loyal and patriotic citizens. He did not know of anj'^ 
organization th*it either rmiy have b een affiliated with, and only knew 
them to particularly associate wlth| who also 

reside in the same neighborhood and are iiKewise ioyai citizens do the best 
of his knowledge. 
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-1-1 794-B 46th Street, and 

774 - 5fc>th Street, each advised that he knew Dr, BETHE 
and his wife very casually as neighbors residing at 79^-A 46th Street for 
a period of two or three months in the summer of 1953* Each explained that 
the BETHES did not have any appreciable contact with anyone in that neigh- 
boi’hood during the short tine they resided there, but each stated that they 
appeared to be entirely responsible people of good character and he did not 
hf.ve any reason to question their loyalty in any way. Each advised that the 
only perso n that he knew them to particularly associate with during that 
period was I I 


Santa Fe, New Mexico 


CREDIT 


Merchant’s Credit Service, which covers 
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Los Alotaos, New Mexico, edvised that records of that agency do not contain 
any informtion unfavorable to Dr. EETHE or his wife. 

CRIMINAL DATA 


At Santa Pc, Nrw Mexico b2 

b6 

Olie records of the New Mexico State Police were checked with bVC 

negative results in that they do not reflect any criminal data relative Kyn 
to Dr. FETIIE or his wife. 

At Los Alenos, New Ifexico 

The records of the Los Alamos Police Department were checked 
with negative results in that they do not reflect any criminal data 
relative to Dr. PETKE or his wife, 

MISCELLANEOUS 

At Los Alamos, New Mexico 


Albuquerque Confidential Inforr.iant|_pf known reliability, 

edvised that shortly before commencement of the trial of JULIUS and ETHEL 
FOnPNBURG on charges of espionage in Federal District Court at New York 
City, an attorney ror the ROSENBURG's directed a letter to HANS BETHE 
and other outstanding scientists in the United States in which he asked a 
riumber of leading questions relative to the possible importance of informa¬ 
tion fu'nished Russian espionage agents by the ROSENBURG espionage ring, 
and whether or not it would appear logical that 0AVID GREENGLASS, in view 
of his lack of scientific training and background, would be able to provide 
su'v’ficiently accurate information relative to the atomic weapon to be of 
actual detriment to the security o.'" the United States. The inf or rant 
advised that he did not furnish Dr. BETHE any type of advice on this 
matter, but that he did observe the reply that BETflE personally wrote 
and sent to this attorney in letter form. Infonnant stated that in this 
letter BETHE advised the attorney that in his opinion the information pur¬ 
portedly furnished Russian espionage agents was quite definitely restricted 
data of considerable importance in the field of.atomic weapons and was cer¬ 
tainly to the detriment of security of the United States. He furthermore 
told the attorney that in his opinion GREENGLASS was capable of relaying 
ruch irifomation in sufficient detail to be of great value to a possible 
enemy nation. The informant stated that BETHE definitely did not furnish 
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any aid or conrfort vhatsoever to the defense of the ROSENPURGS, or even 
indicate any possible sympathy for such cause, end that the information 
or opinion offered by him vas not utilized during such trial. To the 
best of the knowledge of iriformant, this is the only connection that 
BETilE ever had with the ROSENBURG espionage case or trial. 

Informant requested that his identity not be revealed in con¬ 
nection -with this matter duo to the confidential nature of his relation¬ 
ship vith Dr. E3THE in regard to it. 


The files of the AEG Security Branch at Los Alamos reflect that 
in'oi'mation relative to the following aforementioned associates of HANS 
3ETHE has been previously furnished to the AEG: 



-RUC- 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


II^FORMAIWS 



1 1 


lJ 







1 who furnished 

information to SA 


at Los Alamos^ New Mr^^xico, on Decem- 


"ber 10, 1953^ and requested, that Ms identity not be revealed in con¬ 
nection with the information attributed to him under instant symbol. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 
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O^ce Mmormdum 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



Director, FBI (116-2241) 
SAC, Albany (II6-196) 


SUBJECT; HANS ALBRECHT BETHE - NY-SF-3199 
AEAE 

BUDED 9-25-53 


DATE: 8-26-53 



Rebulet 7-27-53 requesting reinvestigation of employee, who is 
a member of the Cornell university faculty, Ithaca, New York. A review 
of material pertaining to employee as contained in the files of the Albany 
Office indicates the following investigation should be conducted; 


NEW YORK OFFICE 


EMPLOYMENT: 


Columbia university, first semester of 1948-49 
school year, while on sabbatical leave from Cornell. 
Consultant pn theoretical physics for Brookhaven 
National Laboratory, Upton, New York (believed to 


be current). 
CREDIT AND CRIMINAL; Employee’s 


His 




mother, Mrs, ANNE BETHE, was last known to reside at ^ 


NOTE: 


Cryder's Point, Beechhurst, New York. 

Employee's residence while at Columbia is not known. 


lY ' 


? ALBUQUERQUE OFFICE 




EMPLOYMENT: 


Full-time e|g?loyment with AEC at Los Alamos from 
February t6~ September, 1952. 

NEIGHBORHOOD: Employee resided at IOI6 '49th Street, Los Alamos, 

lalBIIIM COMTAIMED.employment, 

late checks on employee and wife. 


MgBElMlIl M ^ S I, FIE D 

IDATE 05-19-2Q06 BY 60322 /AUC/LP/CPB/PVR 


X' Ji.vyj.-i 


EMPLOYMENT: Physics Department, university of Washington, summer 

of 1950, 

NEIGHBORHOOD; En^loyee resided at 4723 East 36th Street, Seattle, 
Washingtpn, during the above employment, 

CREDIT AND CRIMINAL: Appropriate checks on employee and wife, 

i* -T 

UACB the Albany Office will not include in its report the material 
previqi^ly reported f inder caption of ”HANS ALBRECHT BETHE - ESPIONAGE - R” 
(Bufile 65-60393)> Since it is believed that all reports in this investigatica 
have already been furnished the AEC. Albany will coi^iuct appropriate neigh¬ 
borhood investigation at Ithaca and Schenectady, including credit and criminal 
checks, and will bring investigation of employment at Cornell University and ' 
General Electric, Schenectady, New fork, up to date. 



;ATN 

Albuquerque (AMSD) 

^ew York (AMSD)X 
^ttle (AMSD) f 
WasBij^ton Field (AieD)(l3afo.) 

















AIR-1EL 

K xac nnntx 
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kiMm 




8 - 26-53 


HUS AIBSECITP BETHE. AEU. FOB ADDED IHFO, IHVE8TIOUIO!f AT ITHICA, 

mr, RFFLEcns Tmr mpwitx ms bbbv ekpi/tyed bt aec at lgs aiamos 
ddrug ibstaht sidsibr. 


FIB) 

nutATir 


b6 

b7C 


116-196 

ccI Bureau 
















ro-t« 


Hm 




AIR-TEL 


FEDEBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPABTlipT OF JUSTICE 
NEW YORK, ^1/53 


b6 


Transmit the following Teletype message to; BUREAU 
HANS ALBRECHT BETHE-NY-SP-3199J AEAE. REFERENCE IS HADE TO LAST 
PARAGRAPH OP ALBANY lETTPR TO DIRECTOR, 6/26/53. UACB THE NYO b7C 
WILL MOT INCLUDE IN ITS REPORT THE MATT.BIAX PREVIOUSLY 
REPORTED UNDER CAPTION OP "HANS ALBRECHT BETHE-ESP-R" (BUPILE 

65-60393)., ^ 


V 


Ij - 

I ■ 


n 

'\ 




A\ 


KLIj INFORMATICM CaMTAIMED 

JE- -X S "OXif C! XjiX X1^ jO 

DATE 05“19“2006 BY 60322/AUC/LP/CPB/EVR 


3 - BUREAU (II 6 - 224 I) (REGULAR MAIL) 


6^ 

JJD:MEM (#11) 
116-500 


Approved:_ !/ ' fr~y 

Special Agent in Charge 
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Form No« 1 

This case originated at BUREAU 


REPORT MADE AT 

DATE WHEN 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

ALBAHY/i HEW YORK 

MADE 

9/22/53 

8/24,25i9/3,9,10, 

17/53 

TITLE 

HAHS ALBRECHT BETHE 

- HY-SP-3199 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


AEA E 


b6 

-b2 

b7C 

b7D 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS; 


Reference: 


Details; 


Bureau letter to i^lbany dated 7/27/53 
Albany letter to Bureau 8/26/53 


AT ITHACA, HEW YORK: 


EMPLOYMENT 


Icornell University, 

advised that employee continues as a member, nf tbe UnlYRrsItv, faculty as 

I of Physics, ptated that 

dwpioyee IS ftdTKl nigniy respectsd and highly regaraea oy xne Aaministration, 
end that he has never heard of him being connected with communism or sub¬ 
versive activity in any way. 

Confidential Informant )f known reliability, advised that 

employee is so highly thought of by the University by reason of his ability 
and general character that he is the highest paid member of the Cornell 
University faculty* Employee has been granted this high salary in order to 
keep him at Cornell, 

Professor WILLIAM H. PARNHAM, Dean of the University Faculty, ad¬ 
vised that he is personally acquainted with the employee and he has never 
heard anything of a remotely derogatory nature concerning him. Professor 
FARNHAM stated he would willingly recommend en^loyee for co3afidential 
government assignments, 


advised he has no record of 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


SPECIAL Agent 
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any possible subversion on employee, and, although he does not know him 
personally, he understandstlMit he is one of the highest regarded members 
of the Cornell faculty. 


I_I Laboratory of Huclear 

Studies, advised he is very well acquainted with employee, both socially 
and professionally, and that he would unhesitatingly recommend him for 
confidential work with the government, as employee has doi ^ in the na st. 
because of his exemplary character, ability, and loyalty. || B l ad vised 

that employee has been working with the Atomic Energy ComraSral^TatLos Alamos 
during the past simmer. 


of Physics, and 

Iadvised that he considers employee to be 
apsdiutsiv lovai ta th is s^OVergffiSnt. and that he knows him to be of outstanding 
character and ability. I a dded that he believed employee's past 

association with the Atomic Energy Commission should speak for itself with 
reference to his loyalty and trust. 


It should be here noted that Confidential Informan-t] [another 

government agency, has advised that employee wasprovided with a special office 
on the Cornell campus during the past school year by the Atomic Energy 
Commission, in order to conduct highly classified research. 


NEIGHBORHOOD 


b2 

b6 


A Personnel Security Questionnaire previously executed by the emplojbVC 
and records of the Credit Bureau of Ithaca reflect the following Ittoca b7D 
residence addresses: 


1935-1939 101 Highgate x^oad 
1940-19^+1 104 Northway Road 

19 ^ 1 - 19^2 20 Remington Road 

1946 -date 209 White Park Road. 


It will be noted that all of these addresses are in the Cayuga 
Heights section of Ithaca, and are located within a few blocks of each other, 


advised that employee and 


his family have resided as neighbors to her f or the past sev eral years, and 


tated that the 


she considers them fine upstanding Americans, 

BETHES keep to themselves very much, that they are quiet and unassuming, and 
she knows of nothing of a derogatory nature concerning them. 


2 


- ^ ^ 

_[advised they know employee and his family 

as social acquaintances and neighbors and that they consider them fine people 
of unquestioned loyalty. Both recommended employee for work with the govern¬ 
ment. 


- 2 - 
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I_I an employee of the Grange 

League Federation, advised that he is personally, though not closely, acquainted 
with the employee. | [dvised that he knows nothing of a derogatory 

nature concerning bam. 

Investigation and inquiries in the vicinity of 20 Remington Road 
reflected that this is a small lane and that number 20 was the only residence 
on the road during the early 19^0’s. There were no persons available to contact 
concerning employee’s occupancy of this residence. 



apartment at this address in the late 1930’s. She stated she considered him 
an upstanding citizen and that she would recommend him with reference to his 
character and loyalty. 


mSCELIANEOUS 


Confidential InformantI_ J of known reliability, a former member 

of the Communist Party in Ithaca, New fork, advised that employee is unknown 
to him, 

CREDIT AND CRIMINAL 

Employee and his wife have a satisfactory credit reputation with 
the Credit Bureau of Ithaca, 

Neither employee nor his wife have any record with the Ithaca Police 
Department or the Tompkins County Sheriff's Office. 


The following investigation was conducted by SA 


AT SCHENECTADY, HEW YORK: 

EMPLOYMENT 

The following records at General Electric Company were checked witl^ 











AL 116-196 
negative results: 

__, Records Office 

I Gen eral Apparatus and Sales Division Payroll 
General Services Division Payroll 

General Services, advised that the only record of 
the employee in their files is a record reflecting that he vas hired hy the 
General Electric Company as a consultant in January, 19^6, 


I _I Payroll Section, Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory, 

General Electric Company, advised that their records reflect no other statis¬ 
tics other than the fact that the employee washired as a consultant in 19^6 
and has been employed as a consultant to date. 

[ Knolls Atomic Power laboratory, 

advised that he hasJmown the employee on a professional basis since 19^6, and 
commented favorably with regard to his character, loyalty, and associates. 

~| of the Physics Department, Knolls Atomic 
Power leiboratory, advised that he has known the employee on both a social 
and professional basis for the past four years and stated the employee is 
completely reliable and trustworthy, of good character, and to the best of 
his knowledge, a loyal American. , 


I I Technical General Section, Knolls Atomic b 

power Laboratory, advised that he has known the employee on a limited pro- 
fesional basis for the past four years and commented favorably on his 
character, loyalty, and associates. 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

___advised that they 

rented their home to | I during the summer of 19^6 , and th at 

she had .been informed that during this time the employee resi ded wit M I 

_for a period of approximately two weeks, j j advised that 

the employee is not known to her and that she knows of no one in the 
neighborhood who wovild know the employee. 

CREDIT AND CRIMINAL 


b6 

b7C 


The following investigation was conducted by SA|_ 

] Schenectady Credit Bxireau, advised that their 
files contain no record for the employee. 

_Schenectady Police Dep^tment]_ 

Schenectady County Sheriff’s Office, and Chief ‘^OHN T. MC GOVERN, 
Niskayuna Police Department, all advised they have no record of employee. 

- RUC - 
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IHFORMAMS 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


I I la | t ^ornell University, 

who requested that his identity he kept confidential with 
respect to this informtion. 

I I 

Atomic Energy Commission, Los Alamos, New Mexico. 




confidential source at Ithaca, New York. 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 
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•FEBERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


Bumu 


report made at 


SEATTLE, WASHIHGTON 


DATE WHEN 
MADSili 




PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 

9/10,18,21,21^/53 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


HANS ALBRECHT BEIHE 


ATOmC ENERGY ACT *• aJWatIMH * 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


REFERENCE: Albany latter to Bureau, dated 6/26/53* 


KBTAILS: 


iras bf 
by SeJ 


Investigation conducted in this case in the State of Washington 
I pflno'H-.-ing arrant, wi.th tbo exception of credit and criminal checks 


AT SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 


EMPLOIMENT 


University of Washington 

(7/5/50 - 8/3/50) 


I [ payroll, advised that the applicant was amployed as 

captioned in tne uapartaent of Physifts aa a WalterTjjPo s End owment, visiting 
Slimmer pr^f^s^Oiu. His birth was recorded as 1906j his hois'ai^ircss as~?bfiiell 
University, Ithaca, New York and his local address as 1^723 E« 36th, Seattle, 
Washington* 


The Department of Academic Personnel records reflected that the 
applicant was boxn 1906, Strasbourg, Germany} that he was employed at Cornell 
University, Ithaca, Now York, since 1935 and prior to that time in Ihi gl and and 
Germany* The records also reflected that the awlicant signed the ^quired 
Univer sity of Washington loyalty pledge on 3/25/50 and notarized by I 

I HP # 55-7266800, Ithaca, New York. His personnel file contained only 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED; 


SPECIAL AGENT 

IN Charge 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPIES OF THI^JfWPOtKF 


]^au (AN) (116-2241) 
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iavorabie information. 

Department of Playsios, advised t^t 

not acquainted with tne appaicant during his captioned employment but k^w 
of at the Los Alamos AEG project from 19i+3 to 194o» He described the 
applicant as one of the foremost scientists in the country, if not the world, 
and one of the chief contributors to the development of the **A-bomb'‘. He 
said he had never heard anything unfavorable or had any reason to question 
the applicant’s loyalty, character, reputation or associations in any 
respect. 


mi^t reca] 

who wai_ 

period. 


J said that t.bo nnlv T^rHon presently available who 

ant would bj_[Department of Physics, 

^of the Department of Physics during the captioned 


b6 

b7C 


Departmeht oi Ptiysics, advised that the applicant was employed as a waiKer- 
Ames professor during the suinmer 1950 to give a series of lectures on nucular 
physics. He stated that the applicant and his family were able to secure the 
home of the daughter of a faculty meadter was out of tow n for the auamer. 


question the loyalty, ct 
applicant or his family, 
recall the applicant. 


mca WAS inst. aTyninrt the COmer fro nl I _ 

_ said that he had no reason to 

iracter, reputation, associations or integrity of the 
He could recommend no one else available who might 


U723 E. 36th 
(Summer, 1950) 


RESIDENCE 


I_;_^_I advised that the applicant 

resided at captioned address during captioned, with his family, while iie was 
giving a series of lectures at the o? she stated that 

the captioned address was owned byj [w ho rented the captioned 

to the applicant for the suioaer 19pu wnixe | | auid her husband were 

in Alaska. ^ eid she was not acquainted with the applicant and his 

family but haa no reason to question their loyalty, character, reputation or 
associations in any respect. 

I_ I captioned address, advised that she rented her 

home to the applicant and his family, consisting of a wife and two children, 
during the summer, 1950, at the request of the University of Washington. She 
stated that she did not have the opportunity to meet the applicant or nis 
family; however, she had heard nothing unfavorable concerning them in any 
respect* She could recommend no one in the neighborhood who mi^t have been 
acquainted with them in view of the fact that there was some question as to the 
applicant's national origin and the neighborhood is a hi^ly restricted suid 
class conscientious residential area. 


-2- 
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CREDIT 


The Seattle Credit Bureau records contained no information regarding 
the applicant or his family* 

CRIMINAI. 

The King County Sheriff's Office and Seattle Police Department 
records contained no record identifiable with the applicant or his family. 


-3- 








% 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 
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REPORT MADE AT 
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MADE 


REPORT MADE BY 


I®/ JOWL 
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b6 
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CHARACTER OP CASE 


Ilili'IS /ilSillCIIT BETHiS 
I'TI -SP- 3199 


ATOittC ’ILiTl-KY ACT- EiiPLOYfS 





KGFJjliEriCS: 


Albany letter to Director, 8/26/53• 


ALL INFCPJ-mLICK COKTAIMED 


IBTAILSj 


HEREIM IS UNCLASSIFIED ; 

DATE 05-19-2006 BY 60322/2yJC/LP7cPB/pVR 




Coluinbia University 
ll6th Street and Broadway 
Hew Yoijc City_ 


I_pecretazy's Office, advised that 

EiA'IS iLBiEGIfr BETHE was a professor of physics at Columbia University 
and started to t-panh in -t-.VtP PVwm-iog Department from July 1, 1958 

to January 31, 19U9»_further stated that BETHE taught 

physics and held a seat in the Faculty of Pure Science from February 
1, I 9 I 1 .I tc May 30 , 1951 . 


b6 

b7C 


:he records or tirLs ol 


Personnel Office, advised 
•■ice reflect that HfiJIS ;XBHSCHT j3iTHE, 


box'n July 2, I 906 , Strasburg, (Alsace) Germany, stayed two terms 
in the Physics 'epartment of Columbia University in September, 
1958. Instant records do not reflect ter'mination of his employ- 
luent. The records furtter ref3.ajt that BETHE attended the Univer¬ 
sity of Munich during 1926-28 and was employed at Coi*nell Univer— 


y, Ithacs-j 


lOrk from February 1, 1935 to date (August 5,1958). 
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ESTHERS residence was reflected as Butler Hall, Columbia University. 

_?]::Qrsics Department, 

Columbia University, furnished the names of the following professors 
as individuals who had been employed at Columbia University in 19U8 
and who might recall BETHE: 

b6 

I I _ b7C 

__ l of Physics 

at Columbia University anc_ jf Columbia University*E ASO Con¬ 

tract Gen 72, advised that he has knorm H4HS /{LBltECHT EETHE since about 
19l!U“U5» He stated that the employee is considered one of the out¬ 
standing me n in his field m d. as far as he knows, enjoys an excellent 

re-^utation. _stated that he and the employee had been 

joint members of the staff at nrilumM a irp-rs-i and as such, had. 

many discussions regarding their work. _advised that he 

considers BETHE to be a level-headed individual and that he has never 
seen nor heard anything that might give him any reason to doubt BETHE’S 
loyalty to the United States. 

pointed out that he has never had any 
discussions with the employes regarding politics or the like, that he 
has only met BETHS a few times socially, and that their relationship 
is primarily on a professional basis. 

_concluded by stating he would highl-y 

recommend the ei..ployee :or a position of trust. 

I_I to the President of 

Columbia Unive.rslty, and former head of the Physics Department and 
Graduate School at Columbia University, advised that he has known 
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KATIB AX.B lF,CT?r BETHE for approximately twelve to fjDbeen years* 


stated that the employee is considered one of the top theoretical 
physicists in the country, and at one time vias in charge of the theore¬ 
tical Physics Department at Los Alamos. He further advised that he 
has never worked with the employee, but that he has had many discussions 
with him regarding the field of physics* 

He advised that during his association with BETHE he 
has alv/ays considered him a person of good character, reputation and 
loyalty and would, without hesitation, recommend the employee for a 
pos5.tion of trust. 


It is to be noted that advised that he 

was desirous and in fact, had made an attempt to get the employee to 
Join the faculty of Columbia University because of his outstanding work 
in the field of theoretical physics. 


b6 

b7C 


JColumbia University, 


advised that he had been acquainted with HAN3 ALBaECHT BETHE since about 
19lrl when he was a Graduate Student in the employee‘s class at Columbia 
University. He stated that in 19U8, when BSTEF. was a visiting professor 
of 'plysics at Columbia University, he was an Associate Professor of 
Plysics in the same department. He stated that he has never met the 
employe e socially, but their relationship is confined to e professional 

btated that BETHE is one of the outstanding 


[ 


basis. 

theoretlcax pnvsiciju s in tne country and a top man in Atomic research. 


[stated that during his association with the employee 


he has never seen nor heard of anything that might give him reason to 
doubt the employee’s character, reputation, loyalty, or associates. 

I b iahly recommended the employee for a posit3.on of 


trust. 
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Ei.-iPLOr.'ITiKT 


Brookhaven Matinnal laboratory 
Upton, New Yoik_ 


The follo';:ing investigation was conducted by S4 


|fumished the 

employee’s personnel rile which reflected that the employee was hired 
as a consultant from April 3j 19ii6 to present on a contrac t basis, his 
last contract dated January 1, 1953 to Decmber 31, 1953* I I 

stated that the emp3.oyee, in the capacity of a consultant, is not a 
fiill-time employee. His present address is reflected as 209 White 
Park Road, Ithaca, New Y^rk, and he is employed by Cornell University. 


JffiC, Brookhaven 


area, advised that the employee has a '’’Ql” Clearance, which means that 
any change of his employment must be approved by the AEG. 


advised tha t he 
At that timi 
the staff 


imeT 
“ an^ 


Physics Department, 
about 1938 . 


has known E;''jyTS /UBIECHr 3ETHE since 

Iwas a student a t Cornell and the employee was on 


ptudies for several years, anc[ 


b6 

b7C 


became well acquainted ??ith him. He again became associated with the 
employee at Los iilamos, AEG installation, where they were fellovf 
employees for about a year or two during World War II, and again at Cornell 
Ur.iy.Rrai,t,v, ,,fram approximately 19U6-II.9, when both viece working there . 

urther stated that he has also seen the enployee since 
tjiat time, both at Brook haven and at Co rnell, and has associated with 
Mm to a lesser extent. | stated that most of Ms association 

with the employee has been on a professional and casual friendly basis, 
such as lunching together and attending social functions relating to 
their work. He said that tire employee is broad-«iindedj certainly believes 
that the employees is loyal to the United States Government, end he 


-h - 
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lurV^er stated that he belie-yes that tiie omi')}.oyee»s political eonvictior® 
are net a strong part of his life; that ho is 'aore concerned viith bis 
scienti.fic profession and that from their post discussions on subjects 
Ox a oolit ica'^. believes the emalo^'ee has no tendencies toward 

Comiiiaaisia. I l advised that he knew no assoGiai'.e3 of the_ 

employee’s about vihom any question of loyalty had aidsen* _ 

concluded oy ata.ting that the employee only comes to Brookha,ven about 
t;>Tice a year .for lectarec and research, and. as far os he knew, stayed in 
tl.:,e C-U3st liouse, at these tioEs. 

_Physics depaztnent, 

advised that she i/as casually acquainted ?;ith the aaployee and stated 
that ahe knam' nothing unfavorable concerning the eiaployec’s character, 
reput.^tion, ].oyr2ty or associates. 


I_I Physics 

jjebart.)cent, advised that he has been ca.'?ually acquainted '.vxth the 
employee for the past -six years. He advised that the employee is a. 
General Go.a8u_ltant ofthe Department and gives lectures at Brookhaven 
several tinee a year and consults with scientists in whose work he 
has a profossional interest at the time. He .-d.ated that the emoloyee 
is r, merifcer cf the "Visiting Gomaittee'’, group, of deoie,nated exports 
in their fi-old. who inspect mattsi's in the Phjrsics department and re- 
ocri', to t.he Board of Trustees of Aoscciiued Un.Iversiti>v3, Incorporated, 
the parent ar^anieation of Brookhaven National Laboratoiy, Inc* 


b6 

b7C 


_[advised that the employee only visits 

.ornnkhaven for e day or several days at &■ time and that on such occasions 
he I’ebiues 3t the Guest House on the premises. He further advised 
that he is not socially acquainted Tilth the employee but that he does 
kne?:' that the employee is a leading suthor itr in the field of theoretical 
physios .and t.hat he has a good reputation, I conc.luded by 

stating that .he .has no reason to question the employee’s loyalty or ■ 
associates, and to the best of his knowledge the employee is of good 
character. 


I l Eleotronicn Department, 

iidvisGd that he has knovin the employee both on a social and professional 
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basis sines 1937• -"lo ndvisscl tha b be liar', never knoini tlie aioloyee io have 
i-'iiics.-bed anj s^n^petliies for .’:n.;"uQtalltarian .f'otip and felt cc;rtain that 
the aaployee hc,3 no s’Tinatliics for Russia or Ooniuniai.i. Ke iaiO’TS of no 
reason to nue stlon the snploycc's loyalty nor any of Ids associates. 

stated that he arould recoiijend the ciaployee for a position 


Oj- u X"*!.!-3 O • 


doct routes 


;cp:;rtn3ntj o..’viscd tliat ho has 'niOYrh tbn o’''.ployee since the bine the 
O'spluycc t/nti^red the Urdted Sties fron Ids native Geneary, •n-'o-on/v 1935• 

He stabed that ’.'Oth he and the ennloyco Y.'ere nenbers of the fa.cid.ty 
u Corooll University and since that tine has seen the Gnelo^ree occasionally 
on a. orofosslon al basis as YfeJd a s at social i^atherinfs of riCjubo;'-;. of 


stated that during tlie period that they 


the profession. 

both rrere at Coieiell, the employee yn ^ v1n^-. r-i r.nd that ha st'X hjja 


re£,xi3..arly at dinners on the ennpus. 


stated that he had 


:!iany discussions tdth the einployee and that the enployea often rronied 
over the rise of Find the threat posed by| land er^ooressod h3j3iselld, 

against the Ilasis. He s1«bcd that the enployse *s father reoiained in 
C-emary and tuimed Nazi and that his nother left his father a nd crine 
to the United States some time around 1939* ~| stated that 

to the best of his kno’,7ledge the eaployee is opposed to Coaiatinism 
and voul d be loyal to the Unibed States. Ho furtha* ad'led that he 
kno:; of no asaoci tos of UHTIIS that T.'ere questionable from a loyalty 
standpoint and that 5.n his opinion both the e'.iplcyes and his iTtfe 
and i^icthei’ ■'..''ere of good chai-acter and reputation. 


] Physics Jepartiaent, 


ndvisecl that he h;;s hnovni ILINS fJjBRCCini BdTHd for about tuenty-seven 
yoars. lie said thab before tb.e v;ai’ he had been rrell acqv’.a.iiited ndth 
f,dHIH at the Univci'Sity of llic’-^lgan during the s-mer and at the 
bcginnilng of ,.crlu Her II thet'- .'ore fellov; employees at HIT Radia.tion 
h-'boratoiy. | I advised th'-t ho Imot; of no friends or 

asGoclabcs of the employee ■rhoso reputation or lc;ra.lty liad. been held 
in question by ang' sotu'cc. Ho stated that, frcri hie association ud'bh 
the 'U..:.plog)ea he had fosaicd the opinion that the c/tf-oyee is s’iipathctic 
to the fjr:.erir,an fomi of government and he has no reason to question his 

“I 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


- 6 - 








HT 116-^00 


I I physics 

jjepartment, advised that he met the eiiployee in about 1935 st meetings 
of the imierican i’hysical Society, a professional, gronp of vrhich he 
and Bl.TIii v.'ere members. Since then, he stated, they have been 
professionally acquainted and also socially in connection ■'.dth their 
professional functions. He advised that they have ha.d detailed 

talks and conf srsnc:-s both here and at Cornell University over the j'narj, 

I advised that he feels that BSTHii is completely loyai 
to the united States and he had no reason to question his associates. 

_conclud.cd by statin'-j tha.t he rog^-rds 

the cmp 3 .oyce as a p- rson of good cha.racter, reputation and associates, 

_ICheid-Gti^/ Depart- 

mont, advised that he ha.3 laiovai the aiployee since about 1953 * He stated 

that since tlicn ho has seen him fimim tirae to tine professional.ly and 

from this lirlted association nould recosniaend him as to c’larcacter, b6 

reputation, IcyaJty and associates, b 7 C 

fhlGHBOHHOOH 

Butler Plell 

UOO Viest 119th '^treet 

Won Yc''' City _ 

of instant apaitment-hotel 

since the beginning of 19hd, advised that a revien of the records fail 
to reflect any i nfn-nnaf.-i'rtn regarding the eniioloyee ever having resided 

at tills hall, _ stated that it is possible that the employee 

night have sub-ias.sed a'’ apartment, and if so, his office vrould. not 

have a record. He also advised that this house is oirmed by Columbia 

University and it gives priority to faculty members, a.3 a result, 

there are numerous Tiie inbers of th e Golruinbia Universiy faculty riio have 

resided, at this hal-1, stated that it is quite possible that the e>aployee 







m 116-500 


Blight have stayed viiith some of these faculty members, and if so, his 
records would not indicate this. 


en^lqyee and was unable 
might recall the employee 


stated that he, himself does not recall the 
bo furnish the names of ary individuals .ho 


MISGSLIA.KTROUS 


leliable Confidential Infoiyaants, yitio are familar 
wltli some of the Communist ’ activities in the J^'iew York area, advised 
T-hat they are unable to furnish any information regarding the employee. 

A review of the files of the Bureau of Sp ecial Servic es 

and Try estigationf New York City Police Department, by SA_ 

I fails to reflect any information regarding the employee. 


C,HEDir 


The files of the Cre dit Bureau of Greater New York, 
as checked by SE fails to refl ect anv infopmation 

regarding the ejJpioyyy.—iheafi 11166 reflect thatl 


••;Lese husband is a professor of ph/’sios at Columbia University, has 
a satisfactory credit rating. 


GHmiNAL 


reviewed by SA 
ing the employee or his family. 


The files of the New York City Police Department as 


fail to reflect any information regard- 


The files of the Brookhaven Town Pnli e p. PeoartTnenh. 


Patchogrre, Long Island, WeTiT York, aschecked by SA|_ 
contained no record of the employee, 

- HUG - 


- 8 - 


b6 

b7C 











NY 116-500 


IKiFOfflt/iiMTS 


AttllMISTRiTIVE F,;1GE 



The follonting are the Confidential Informants referred 
to in this report: 

contacted by SA on 

contacted by SA on _ 

contacted by SA on 

contacted by saI ^on 

contacted by 3A on 

contadBd oy ISA. on 



b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


- 9 











FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No, 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED 


REPORT MADE AT 


b6 

b7C 


YfASHTHGTON, D.C. 


HANS AXBffiiGHT BETHE - Mf - SP - 3199 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


HEEI'iHBNGBi: Bureau letter to Albany dated «3uly 27, 1953* 

DETAILS: AT lASHINGTON, D.C. 

Bie files of the Hnnsa flnTnini t.tap ,nn. Un-American Activities, 
which were checked by Sl| | were found to contain no 

additional pertinent information concerning the employee* 

The files of the contain no pertinent 

identifiable security infoimaticn concerning the enployee's wife* 


- HUG - 




APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 4 


SPECIAI. AGEr^T 

IN CHARGE 




COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

Bureau (116-2241} 
^•'aehington Field 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 



PROPERTY OF FBI-THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. ^ ^ ^ 

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—59265 2 




















/A 


' , 4 

■•AC, Al^uquercjiie 43-l6-19A-«0) 


SAC, El Paso (ll''-239) 


.12/11/53 


■A' e 


^.3RECHT EFTME - NT - HK - 3199 


Ee '.rouquerque letter to El Paso, dated 
S ’ file 116-239, captioned as abo ve was forwar ded to your. 


0-'’f,ice, on 2/2'l/50. The only reference to 
instant file. 


Appears in 

. "b7C 


EP file 100 - 4642 , captioned, Educational Foundation for^ ^ 

' uclear Science, Inc, Bulletin on the Atomic S'cientists, was y]/ 
forwarded to your office on 2/21/50, 

file 100-4160, ca'-tioned Federation of American Scientists, 
v'as forwarded to •'^our office on 12/27/49, 

, 4 - 

RUC. 


EFh ;Ft c 

“■ .'jO 

fC Bureau 




/ 













STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


0^C6 ]^6W0V(^fldul^ • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO : SACj, SAN niANCISCe^ 

FROM : ALBlIQUmCfE (116-15?]480) 


DATE: 


SUBJECT: HANfi ALBRECHT BETHF>-NT-'^-3199 
ASA: E (Reinvesti?^ation) 

Fmded 9/22/53 


9 

V 


ReEulet to Albany dated 8/26/23« 


Employee born 7/2/06 at : brasbenrg^ Oenaany. BETHE, one of the foremost- 
physicists in the worlid^ is rcpnlarly employed as a professor at Cornell Unive?^® 
sity, however he fms employed as a top level scientist at Ixjs Alamor?, New Mexicb7C 
19U3 -Ii 6 and has been retsdned as a consultant to University of California at 
Los Alamos sinc e that tlcie. In suc h position he has had a considerable amount 


of contact withj 
tory, and it is 


pi^sently at the Livernore, California labora- 
bellcved that they smy have known each other in Europe prior to 


the time they came to the Ifeited States. 




and follower o: 


eportedly is a rather close associate 
and purportedly voiced some opposition 


tn rimr a irmny ^nt of th« Bt-Boai* ptrior the Presidential aniwunceiaent in 1950, wheres 
purportedly stronnly supported such develei^ent. However, since that 
time BE'jraE has obotensively worked very dlUnently on the research for such 


development. If deemed appropTiate, 
opinions of BITHE on this matter. 


should be queried as to the 
He also my be able to iurnish some inforraa-' 


tion relative to the association of BETHE with 
of the Ecpartment of Staff at Cornell Univerd t 
of CP. 


sh 


a fellow member 
and an admitted former member ^ 


Your office Is requertec’ to iiiterview[ 
above. Albuquerque Office will repert th 
has been previously furnished to AEC, 



_1. _ 

information re 



RBT:rk 
AIR MAIL 






cc; 1 - Bureau (ll6-22iil) (All) 















lf/2l/B3 


DEFERRED 


FBI, SAN KiAirCISCO (Ilp4i320’l 


SAC, LOS AKCrilS 


\ 


RAHS ALffiI.CH^ BJifPff JilS! M DASH SF DASH THRi’jI -fiL NINE MINE. AEAE. 


(P.EINVISTIGATIDE). MJDED SEPl’ TWEIITIFrVI LAST. RE ALBUQUERQUE. LETTf.E TO 
SF DATED m-G Rimi:’: LAST. ffiTHE, ONE OF FOIL'•OST PHISICISTS REGULARLY 
EMPLOYED GOiaELL UMI?1I13ITY, FORRALLI E«!*LO'CLl; USIYERSITT OF CALIPOtSSIA, 
LOS ALAMOS, pmTYTlIREE TO FORTISIX AND lETAllOrO '43 CONSULTANT TO DATE. 

FAS considefabl: comACf eiithI 


b6 

b7C 


'OSSIBLI. THEY ©JEW EACH 


OTHER PRIOR TO ENTE-.X^m U.S. BETHE CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF 


AND PURPORTEDLY OPPOSITION TO DEVELOFtf-lfT )F H BOMB PRIOR TO PRISIDENTLAL 


ANNOUNCEMENT IP HEmfKSOJ FIFTY WHERE AS TPLTJ'L -OiRPORTED SUCH DEVELOFIbJT. b6 

_, b7C 

[ S TO OPiNiaNS OF BETpr ON T'IS oaTTER AND ASSOCIATION OF 


INTERVIEW 


BETHE WITH 


L A FELLOW Fi FOE'R OF 0J3RNELL UNIVERSITY FACULTY iu^D 


ADMITTED POMR mmR OF CP, INfESTICATlOH ' iDlAB, LIVERMORE, CALIF. 




// 


EE ELECTS 


LOCATED AT ONE 


UNTIL DEC TWENTYSEVEH INSTANT. 


J&'tDkM/mi 

CC: BUREAU (ll6-22i|l)(AM) 
SF 116-U3207 



OTEL OR MOf-L, PALM SPRINGS, CALIF // 




^ ■ ■ ■■^^ .. 

’1 I1III1 I I1 II M 

.if.. 2 














FIEDERAb-BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


EV>rm No. 1 

This CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU 



PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 


U. s. covernment printing office 16—59255-2 














ADMUJISTRATITE PAGE 
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AQ #116-I92i80 \ 

\ 

\ 


Security Informants contacted are as follows: 





contacted ty SA 
contacted by Si 
contacted by Si 



b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


- 2 - 






b6 

b7C 


jEsjuary 22» 


mi> cm- ^^imM^iMt 

BIT COtJHIER SB'SVICS 


Honorable 

_ 

_—: 



ft-Eoaic ttnerff salon 

Iftsh and Constitution 
ivsshlngton, D, c. 

ue. 

De&r 





iMIllllIM 


By letter B, lf53# 

Mr. o© 0 rg® »T, Q'Ou3.«l, l>lr®ie%or, .i-®c!:w,r3.ty :Divi®i®a, 

Depart?’®?? t of b®f@na«, r®i|ue®te^ &n 
of Dr. Isas 41br®©lit istto®, wb® is b®lsg eessSJ^red 
f©r ari lia|3©rt®:afc s»®lf|i3»®r.l; ifi th© Offi®© of tbe 
As@lst®at Secretary of {atsesrob aad 

Oe'VOleTiiR^at). 

At the request ©f eii® Atomic iSaffirgy 
GoaimlssioB, SB sapi»lie&8t-fcfp® invsetigatioa was i / ■ 

ooBilteetod ©f Pr. Botbs ao4 roparts faralsh®4 
the Mt&ssic Saergi Ooajmiaslea @?i f^fsj 1* l'9li.7* 
fh® Atomic Energy Cosmissioa has reqwested that 
the investigation ©f Dr. Seth© ’be bromgbt «t|> t© 
dn%0 midBr ’be retnvestigatio® nrogrsm. Atta-ehed 
for yomr Inforttiation 1® a ©opy of feb© susasssry of 
the investlgatloR condtiefeed ©f Dr. Beth© at fch© 
request ©f the Office of the ^Secretary ef Defejia©, 

So further lavesttga fcion Is being coniucted ©f 
Dr, Bethe in the sSsenee ©f « specific request 
froa th® Atomic rnergy Cosjmission. 

Tt is noted that informs*tier is oen- 
talned In the attoebei suti!n?ai^_ujaa£.a22i 
association of 


\ 


{. 



mw:mk 

CC'. //G - v>V / 






Referral/Direct 


the cl 

r.r. Befcb©, 
aourreg of 


’Ji' Atowlc Er 
•*. ttsich-fsent 


rhls i»V'egtlf: 31 Lsn eovcred iQ^|uiri08 .es to 
geriar&l st-gru^ing anti 
btjt nc Iriqulry b«t. beea eieile faS to tfee^ 
his , 


■tirscci'i’®ly youra. 


©rgy Conssission 


of 








SilSfdl® Ai# rfi u 

Cim ' lDLUx lAL 


[ 


bonorsibXft 


BY COUhli-u SEtiViCE 


Er>«pf7 C^nmitslOB 
IQth &fid CQ¥^•titutton Avtnatf 
w«»hlrft«ri» P* C, 


b6 

b7C 


£i»ar Atetralt 


By X«tt«r daiad Jamunry 22» 195U» a attaniary 
raflaetlfic tita raanlia af aa icTaatlgatlao af Dr> Haca 
Alb raaka^iaMj itaa ftuHBlahad %o you* Aa ababad in 
Xa¥£ar, tliia auanavy did soa iiiciuda a vaaard ehaok af 
aavaral athap QavarTwana agaaaiaa. 


Tbm Paaaf^a af tiaa Offlaa of Baval Intalligaaea 
aoafealnad aa addtiiaaal iBUTamation PMapdiag Dp* latha. 
ilM) raaorda af blNi Daeuplty Giplaiaaf aaw foPk Opara&iana 
Dfflaa of kba AboMla iaargy Coanlaaiaa* liaw Y<Mric City, 
raflaatad bbat Dr« Bat^ui waa gpaatad a aaauplby olaapanoa 
ea May 1^7* ¥liia elaapama was paafflmad oa 
<7anttary ao* 1950, ai^ July 31, 1951. 


lafoPMttiaa aoaiataad In tha above raaorda 
ladleabad tbai t»» Babba imui probably awplayad by blia 
Union Carbl4^ and Carbon Carporatiloa ab oak Bidga, 
Taaaaaaaa, as a aenaultant to the Hasaarah Dlraetora 
DiTisian. Xnoutry has <Nitan«iaad that Prm bathe has 
a aubaonfcraet as a eonmiltast with this oonpany whieh 
uas entered Into on Ootobar 1, 1951* and will aatpira 
Saptenber 10, 1954, Betiba has visited Oak ftidfa 

OB offlaial business on two oeoaslons for parloxte of 
two days during the period of the aontraat, this 
eoneludas the Investigation of Dr* Bathe, 




'> / 


S ineere Ijjrouw , 

/'V/b 


F!‘?pjsb 




6 3 MAR 8 1954 




/j 






A 'M” 

A' 
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COVER LETTER FOR BLOCKED MAIL TOO LARGE FOR FILE 


RECORDED 


THIS SERIAL IS TOO LARGE FOR FILE AND WILL BE CARRIED AS A 

BEHIND THE FILE 


SERIAL 


THIS SERIAL THE (Date) 



ISSUE OF THE (Name of the pamphlet) 



SUBJECT 





ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


MIBIIIBl lllllillllBiliiiiM 



FILE NUMBER 











4-528 


..... 

.. 

. 


//6 - Jif 

CHANGED TO 

^£> 393 - ^9 


NOV 18 1964 








4-528 



al:l informat I oh contained 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 04-06-2006 BY 60322/AUC/LIP/GPB/FVR 

//4 - £9 

CHANGED TO 

/&/- foio~ / 


JUL 201965 



0 / 









NAME FOUND DATA BASE FILE NO. 


+ + + THERE ARE NO NAMES IN ISIS MATCHING THIS REQUEST + + + 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































IWESri6ATlVE SUPPORT INFORMATION SVST^M (ISIS) 
SIX WAY SEARCH 

FOR UNIT 1 nflPt,.t,.,AS...nF,..i.iUNF...1?.^..>t987 . 


ANALYST 


RAGE NOt 20 


APPLICANT NAME : BETHE+HANS ALBRECHT 


NAME SEARCH t | 


b6 

"b7C 


NAME FOUND 


DATA BASE 


FILE NO. 


+ + + THERE ARE NO NAMES IN ISIS MATCHING THIS REQUEST + + + 








NAME FOUND 


DATA BASE FILE NO. 


+ + + THERE ARE NO NAMES IN ISIS MATCHING THIS REQUEST + + + 





















- INVeSTlOATIVE SI 

FOR UNIT ; Dl 

iPPORT INFORMATION SYSTEM (ISIS) 
tfAy SEAJ^CH 

liPLI AS.QF fJiJNF jSg 1987 PAeEN0t 23 

' ANALYST : 

APPLICANT NAME : BETHE*HANS ALBRECHT 


b6 

fiiAMe search t| 




NAME FOUND DATA BASE FILE NO. 


+ + + THERE ARE NO NAMES IN ISIS MATCHING THIS REQUEST + + + 







INVESTIGATIVE SUPPORT INFORMATION SYSTEM (ISIS) 

SIX WAY SEAI^CH 

. FOR UNIT i OAPLI AS OF dUNE 29 1987 . . PAGE NOt 21 



+ ■*■■«• THERE ARE NO NAMES IN ISIS MATCHING THIS REQUEST + + + 








<0 - 

INVESTIGATIVE SUPPORT INFORMATION SYSTEM (ISIS) 

515< way search 

FOR UNIT i OflPi T At: OF .ihmf <>a tofl? 

• PAQE NOt -24'- • 



ANALYST 


1— 


b6 

APPLICANT NAME : BETHE+HANS ALBRECHT 





NAME SEAftCH 




NAME FOUND 


DATA BASE 

FILE NO. 



4- + + THERE ARE NO NAMES IN ISIS MATCHING THIS REQUEST + ^ + 
















FEDERAL BUREAU INVESTIGATION 
Records/Operations Sections 

_ , 19_ _ 

□ Name Searching Unit, 4989, TU 121 

□ Service Unit, 4654, TL# 225 

□ Special File Room, 5991, TL# 122 

□ Forward to File Review, 5447, TU 143 

□ Attention _ 

□ Return to_ 

_ Supervisor, Room, TU, Ext. _ 

Scope of Search: (Check One) 

□ Automated Data Base (ADB)(lndividual Born 1962 and After) 

□ Restricted Search (Active Index - 5 & 20) 

□ Restricted Search (Active & Inactive Index - 5 & 30) 

.gfUnrestricted (Active & Inactive Index) __ 

Type of^Search Requested: (Check One) 

0^11 References (Security & Criminal) 

□ Security Search 

□ Criminal Search 

□ Main References Only 

Special Instructions; (Check One) 

□ Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 

□ Buildup □ Variations 

□ Restricted to Locality of_ 














CON 



ev. n-Tc5 
y 


ThL 12-11-2006 

CLASSIFIED BY 60322/ i:ac/Ip/cpb/| 

^.DECLASSIFY GMi 25X 3 * 3 | 1 ) 12 “ 11 " 

FEDERAL ^ . --- 


Records/Operations Sections 





upervisor, Room, T 


Scope of Search: (Check One) 

□ Automated Data Base (ADB)(lndividual Born 1962 and After) 

□ Restricted Search (Active Index - 5 & 20) 

□ Restricted Search (Active & Inactive Index - 5 & 30) 

M Jnrestricted (Active & Inactive Index) 


Typ^f Search Requested: (Check One) 

0 All References (Security & Criminal) 

□ Security Search 

□ Criminal Search \ \ 

□ Main_References Only 


Special Instructions: (Check One) 

□ Exact Name Only (On the Nose)^ 

□ Buildup Covariations 

□ Restricted to locality of ^ _ 

































4-^2a(Revi. 11-13-85) 




NUME{^9& REFERENCE 
SEARCH SLIP 


Subject _ 
Supervisor 


\ejfh<2- 


Room _ 

Searcher^ 
Initials ^ 


FILE NUMBER SERIAL 


LU Z > 

A ^ > O 2 

D F O y Q 

B ^ i 

- Q o 




// ' ~ 

^ _ 

Tij'sL ^ C^lA^J _ 

__ 

J _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

ifjjLdjlL. _ 

MM 

- l I ll ll M i i ll lW i li^ 

. 

"■I■IIM .BY 60 

(AfiX.{aa.. _■ 

/3-Af, 

SS- I 


a/A^ 
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4-fi2a(Rev'r 11-13-85) 


Subject _ 

Supervisor / 

' 7 /T 7 

R# / • Date 


numeb|I^-reference 

SEAg^H SLIP 

_ Room _ 

^ / Searcher- 

_ / ^ Initials O- 


FILE NUMBER SERIAL 



LU 

Z > 

LU 

> 

> 

J— 

O 2 


o 

LU Q 

o 

< 

& 5 

< 

z 

Q o 




6'^0/n9-/S'/} 

_ 2 _ 

_ e ii g fy. i 

S '?; 


U '/P- 

__ 





// y 


O C 9^^ - 


/i, G^4 y 




CLASSIF 


/ XiP/ CPB/ PVR 



















part I - FRONT 


»OK ^ 

H#v 

Ixcfption to SUpdA'd Form 86 
Kp\ o?ti* bv O.M.B. 


QN 


^^PERSONNEL Sa WIRTO Sfe^figSWayAlRE 




Form Approrrd 
MleOOn 
6.30-86 
Bditiont are Obtolete} 


^ ISSTRUCTIONS-DOE Form DP I HAS TWO PARTS. ALL SECTIONS OF BOTH PARTS MUST BE COMPLETED. UNLESS BOTH PARTS ARE 


COMPLETELY AND PROPERLY EXECUTED, THE FORM WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. Before any entries are made. familiarUe yourself with all 
gue8tion$. Do not sign without first reading the instructions andcfffificotion at the end of the form. TYPE ALL ANSWERS. If more space is rcauir 

*’*'•* " • ... . . fj^ftibers to which the answers apply. Questions which do not apply 


in ffem 17 on the back of this form or attach asiAt 
sjlldi^td be marked '**^*^^^’([y ^ /\ 


l. N}0 e (Last, First. Middle) V 

Bethe, Hans AlbrecMQ%1 


iionot sf^\ 


4. DESCRIPTION 




-i ■ 

M*Je ot FenuJf 

H tight 

Wtight 

Color Crtt 

Color K«lr 

Male 

S'll” 

190 lb. 

Blue 

Grey 








S\o^ 


1. ALL OTHER NAMES (Include maiden name, names by former 
marriages, and dates that names were used) 


5. SOCIAL SECURITY NO. 

088-26-3942 


6. BIRTH 
DATE 


Month 

July 


D.y 

T 


Y.« 


7. BIRTHPLACE (City, County, State, and Country) 

Strasbourg, Germany 


3. PRESENT RESIDENCE (Street and Number, 
City and State) 

209 White Park Road 


Ithaca. NY 14850 




SINCE 
(Mo./Yr.) 

Jan. 1946 


8. Put an "X” in Appropriate Box(es): Single []] Married Widow(er) Q Divorced 0 
Dates and Places of marriages and if applicable, divorces 

Sept. 14, 1939, NevT RocKelle, NY 


0. ALL OTHER RESIDENCES FRO.M TO 

FOR PAST 15 YEARS (Mo./Yr.) (Mo.'Yr.) 

None 


10. CITIZENSHIP: U.S. g] Alien □ Dual □ 


Other than U.S. 


A. If U.S. Citizen, indicate whether: 

(1) By Birth Q _ | (3) By Naturalization G3 


(2) Derix^ative Q 


Date 


Certification No. 


Place 


Alien Registration No. 


Petition No. 


P»>te Feb. 10. 1941 


Certification No. 5079504 


Place 


Ithaca, NY 


B. If alien, indicate: 


(1) Alien Registration No. 


(3) Date of Entry 


(2) Present Citizenship 


(4) Port of Entry 


ALL FBI IXFCFLLILrCX 
HEREIX IS XXCLASSIFIEE 
DALE C 4 -CS-- 2 CC 6 BY 6 C 32 2 /A 1 


'as< or Present) None 


Brtnrh 

From (Yr.) 

To (Yr.) 








12, EMPLOYMENT (List ALL employment dates including present employment and ALL dates and addresses when unemployed If any employments 
required DOE security clearance or access authorization, indicate this fact after the name of the company or organization which requested the clearance. 
_Gire name or names under which employed if different from name now used.) 


F-om 0a!^ To 
Mo./Yf.) (Mo./Yr. )| 


Name of Employer 

(Company ar Q^gonifotion) 


Address 

tWhrjt ejnployed I 


Type of Work 


Supervisor*! Name 


2/35-presenp 


4/81 

6/81 

1/82 

3/82 

1/83 

2/83 

1/85 

3/85 


1/86 


Cornell University 
(Professor of Physics Emer^ 
NORDITA (Nordic Inst, for 
Theor. Atomic Physics) 
California Institute of 
Technology 

Institute for Theoretical 
Physics, Univ. of Cal., 
Santa Barbara, CA 
California Institute of 
Technology 

Institute for Theoretical 
Physics, Univ. of Cal., 
Santa Barbara, CA 


Ithaca, NY 
tus since 7/75) 
Copenhagen, Denmark 


(^v_ 


Pasadena, CA 




Santa Barbara, CA 


Pasadena, CA 


Santa Barbara, CA 


Professor 
of Physics 
Research 

Fairchild 

Scholar 

(research) 

Research 


Fairchild 

Scholar 

(research) 

Research 


13. FOREIGN COUNTRIES VISITED (Exclusive of Military Service and U.S. CSovernment Official Travel) 


Country 

Pur p«>$r 

Dite Left USA 

Oatt Rtturntd USA 

Peru, Brazil 

Lectures, sightseei ng 

7/80 

7/80 

Denmark 

Research 



Germany, England 

Visit relatives C 

4/81 

7/81 

Switzerland 

Vacation j 



Denmark 

Research 








RELATIVES (Parents, stepparents, foster parents, spouse, divorced spouse or spouses, cftildreh, stepchildren, brothers, sisters, stepbrothers, stepsisters, 
half brothers, half sisters, father in-lau/, and motherdn-lau;, living or dead. Name of spouse should include maiden name and any other names by previous 
marriage. If spouse is an alien, a naturalized U.S. citizen, or if you marry subsequent to the execution of this questionnaire, it will be necessary that data 
concerning your spouse be furnished on DOE Form DP 354.) 




Father 

Mother 

Stepmother 

'Wife 

"Son 

rOaught er 


Half-broth 
Half-siste 
Father-in-law 
Mother-in-jaw 


Name in Full 



Deceased 

Deceased 

Deceased 



Country of Birth 


Germany 

Germany 

Germany 

Irmany 


Present 

Citizenship 


Geiman 

German 

German 

USA 


Paul P. Ewald 
Ella Ewald 


1888 

1891 


16. REFERENCES (Name Three Persons, Not Relatives or Employers, Who Are Well Acquai 


Business and Home Address and Telepht t Number 



Deceased 
108 Sheldon Rd., 


OJrzri&T5gBi»II 


J rmany 
rmany 
Germany 
Germany 


\ 



German 
German 
r. Brit 
r. Brit 


Years Known 


44 


CERTIFICATION 


/ hat'tf rcod oH of the above questions. / certify that the information furnished in answer to these questions is correct and complete to the best of my 
knowledge and belief and I understand that it is of great importance in the consideration of my eligibility for security clearance or access authorization. I 
make this statement to the U.S. Department of Energy with the understanding that it will be used by the Department in carrying out Its duty to protect the 
national security, and with knowledge that any false statement or omission of material fact may be sufficient cause for rejection of my application or 
dismissal after employment: further, that arty false atatemenf herein may be punished as a felony under Section 1001, Title 18, U.S. Code. 




_ October 15. 1986 Ithaca. NY 


(Usual Signature of Person Filling Out Questionnaire) (Sign Original Only) (Date and Place Where Signed) 


TO BE FILLED OUT BY AGENCY OR FIRM EMPLOYING 


)RIEF DESCRIPTION OF DUTIES (Description should not Reveal Classified Information) 




Controctoe. lo 

DOE, 

USOOI^ Lot Alamos, NM 


ADDRESS 


.OYOLA SALAZAR. 


<Lfl—. — _ D' 

ficial Re</ue«fm^C/eorance or^ccess Authorization) 

ASSOCIATE GR0UP1IADER 


WILL PERSON HAVE ACCESS TO: 


RESTRICTED DATA 


No □ 

NATIONAL SECURITY INFO 


No □ 

EXCLUSION AREA 


^ No □ 

SPECIAL NUCLEAR MAT. 


No □ 































BY COURIER 


DATE: 


May II, 1987 


Mr. A. Barry Dalinsky, Chief 

Personnel Clearance Branch, Security Division 
Office of Safeguards and Security 
Defense Programs 

Department of Energy » «I' 
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FROM: 


Paul F. Nolan, Chief 

General Background Investigation Unit 
Criminal Investigative Division 




SUBJECT; 


HANS ALBRECHT' 
SF-003199-AB 






This will acknowledge receipt of your request for a 
reinvestigation of Dr. Bethe via letter dated March 9, 1987. 


The letter alleges that Dr. Bethe, a consultant with 
Los Alamos National Laboratory, was or is a member of an anti¬ 
nuclear organization. The letter also set forth information 
previously provided to you by the FBI regarding Dr. Bethe's 
association with either self-professed Communists, Communist 
sympathizers, Soviet Agents, or individuals affiliated with the 
Rosenberg's. A reinvestigation of Dr. Bethe was requested based 
on the above information. 


It is requested that the Department of Energy provide 
a^l information in their possession which was the basis for this 
rpquest. 


We have not instituted any investigation in this 


itter. 


Dr. Bethe's Personnel Security package, whichr_ris 


missing his Personnel Security Questionnaire is attached. 


Enclosure 3 


Exec AD Adm. 
Exec AD Inv— 
Exec AD LES 
Aset. Oir.: 
Adm, Serve, 
Crim. 


NOTF- Reauest for BI of Dr. Bethe received 3/9/87, ancF^was; ^returned 
NOTE: Request; lor ox ui. _ _ _ r,-mi; 5 rion reouested 


rsns/^nor ad5it^on;i info;;a^i;;: The information requested 
(eclived from DOE on 4/28/87. A ^re 

at HQ has disclosed several references ^to_Dr.__Bethe,_jhrcn^a^^^ 


Insp. _ 

Intell- 

Lab. _ 

Legal Coun- 

Off. Cong. & 
Public Affs. . 

Rec. Mgnt. _ 

Tech. Serve- 

Training . . 
>ff. Liaison & 

Int. Affs. _ 

Telephone Rm. 
)irector’s Sec'y 


at HQ has drsciosea -- disclosed 

in the process of being reviewed. To date, t ey 


additional pertinent information concerning 







RETURN TO 



ROOM 5136 


■ ■ I I I III M 












MAiLE022 


E)c«e AD Adm. 
Ex«e AD Inv. _ 
Ex«c AD LES . 
Asst. Dir.: 
Adm. Servs. 


# 


Airtel 


13, 1987 


Acting Director, FBI (116-401fe~l) 


SAC, 


Albany (116-196) - Enc. 
Albuquerque (116-19480) 
Los Angelas - Enc. (2) 
Pittsburgh (0PM) - Enc. 


( 2 ) 

- Enc. 


('"■ 

HANS ALBRECHT’^fiTHE 
(D0E#SF 3199) 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY - 
8UDED: 8/14/87 


(DOE) 


Attached for each receiving office is a copy of PSQ and 
appropriate forms. A previous background investigation of this 
individual was conducted during April, 1954, and is to be brought 
to date. 


Captioned individual is an employee of the U.S. Department 
of Energy, or an employee of a DOE contractor, who holds a security 
clearance and a position covered by the Atomic Energy Act. In 
accordance with provisions of the Act the FBI is required to conduct 
the pre-employment and periodic updates background investigation, 
upon request from DOE. The information gathered by virtue of this 
investigation is an integral part in the determination of whether or 
not the security clearance is to be continued. More than likely if 
the clearance were to change, the individual's continued employment, 
or relationship, with DOE would be in question. 


E The employee was advised by OCE of the necessity to update 

the background investigation and thereafter provided executed (1) 
Standard Form PSQ and (2) FD-406 "Authority to Release Information." 

Upon receipt of this airtel, the Special Agent should 
familiarize him/herself with the Manual of Investigative Operations 
—and Guidelines, Part II, Section 17 and Part I, Section 116. It 
]^oulci also be helpful to be conversant v/ith MIOG, Part II, Section 
23-6. 


also 


?lp£ul 


ld#nt. _ 

Insp. - 

Intall. _ 

Lab- 

L«gal Coun. _ 
Off. Cong. & 
Public Aff>. . 

Roc. MgM. _ 

Toch. Sorvs. _ 


AM: kw )j^ 


r'r*' p-; 


copies sent 


w 


Troining _ 

Tolophono Rm._ 

Diroctor's Soe'y- 





ROOM 1B035 


ess mail 


AlL. 







i 


Upon receipt of the DOE investigative requ*,afc and the PSQ 
forms for the candidate* a review was made at PBIHO to insure all the 
required information was provided. Begin your investigation with a 
review of the attached forms. 

If derogatory information is developed in the course of 
the investigation a confrontational interview is not to be conducted 
in accordance with a DOE/FBI agreement. At the conclusion of the 
FBI's investigation and reporting of the results DOE will conduct 
the required interview. 

All investigation requited is outlined in the HiOG. 
Interviews relating to derogatory information must be recorded on 
FD-302 forms {mcp, Part . II, Section lS-13.3.5). The cancxidvitc 
should be checked through indices in the offices covering all places 
of residence, employment, or education. Close family members, 
cohabitants and business entity or affiliation, and 
references/associates should be checked through indices in the 
offices covering their current residence and/or employment. The 
indices to ba checked art; general, confidential, electronic 
Gurveillanca (ELSUR) and any specialized indices unique to your 
division (such as Woodmur), you need not check OCIS, II3, or ISIS 
which are now checked at FBIHQ. Offices conducting indices checks 
only may transmit results to FBIHO by airtel or teletype. All other 
investigation must be transmitted in report format. Those offices 
submitting reports should include results of indices checks in the 
administrative section of the report. Current cohabitants not 
related to the candidate must be interviewed as close personal 
associates. 

Refrain from sending the results of investigation by 
teletype to save typing in the field and at FBIHQ. Each office 
should consider sending reports to FBIHQ via an overnight package 
express company, in lieu of teletypas, attention SPIU, Room 1B035. 

Major issues developed that require FBIHQ participation 
for resolution should be communicated in writing but preceded by 
telephone discussion (FTS 324~25f)S> . 

When a field office determines the Bureau deadline cannot 
be met due to circ^jmstances beyond their control, E’BI Headquarters 
should be contacted immediately and an FD-285 submitted. An 
extension will bs sought from the client agency by FBIHQ. 

PG: Check OFM. 


2 




FI>2e3 (Rev. 4-30-85) 


federjH burea'O of investAation 



Bureau airtel to Albany 06/19/87. 


-RUC- 


ADMINISTRATIVE; 



Individuals contacted in this matter were advised of the 
provisions of the Privacy Act of 1974, and none requested confidentiality. 















ITED STATES DEPARTMENT^ JUSTICE 

rCDCAAU ftUACAU OT INVCSTi&ATlON 


Pf 


I 



•M Ofte* rtu *: 
UN*; 


_ 

07/21/87 

116A-R-1671 . 

HANS ALBRECHT BETHE 


0«ic« PITTSBURGH, RA 


b6 

b7C 




GENERAL BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 


Office of Personnel Management (0PM) file negative. 


-RUC- 


DETAILS; 


On July 20, 1987 , JIM SCOTT, Records Supervisor, 

United States Office of Personnel Management (USOPM), NACI Center, 
Boyers, Pennsylvania (PA), advised his indices contain no record 
for captioned applicant. 




1* 


Am AaRMftt CMPiAiM a wU ef mrwmmnHtt m mm mmSmmtmm «# tto FBI It Bite ^isarty ti ike m mmi b Imh^ i» 9M ^iwy. b mtd ba wmtmt» 
an mm m br tfvuibaub mmtmd* Ig—ry. 


V.». WO: |t7b-0->? »•»« I 






M XiC JU>Ai 4C(Vi«fU 

1*BI IHFO, ' 

caiiiriEi if iosaa/miHs^/ip/q^/pw 
llCLiSSIIT «s 2EK i.iCl^i} t2-ll-2mi 


. BUREAU OF INVESTlOATION 


REPOJJTING OFFICE 


l| TITLE OF CASE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


6/29-7/17/87 


REPORT MADE BY 


TYPED BY 


; HANS ALBRECHT *'BETHE 
(DOE # SF 3199) 


|b6 

'b7C 


SAJ _LM] 

CHARAviEn wr v#m9c 

GENERAL BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY (GBI-DOE) 

“I -1 

liMlllllilM 


REFERENCE: 


Bureau airtel to Albany dated June 19, 1987. 

-RUC- 




ADMINISTRATIVE: All persons contacted were apprised of the provisions of the 
Privacy Act; none requested confidentiality. 

For the information of the Bureau, Albany’s CFR and Elsur 
indices were negative regarding appliant, applicant's relatives and reference 
residing within the Albany Division. 


FOIMS and General indices searched oi 
CFR indices searched on June —1987 hf 

.sur indices searched on June 29, 1987 by _ 


General and FOIMS indices 1 
listedonapplicant'sapplication. 


-b6 - 

b7C 




APPROVED ' 
COPIES MADE: 


mai 


IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITS IN SPACES BELOW 


2- Bureau 

1- Albany (116A-28524) 





_ Dissemination Record of >ytached Report 

Agency / fr -|t) ^^I h'? 

Request Reed. _|_ 

Date Fwd. _ 

How Fwd. 


Notations 




-SEGREJ 


COVER PAGE 


☆ U.S.G.P.O.: 1986-491-509/45733 


A 












Albany was requested to conduct indices search of|_ 

due to his association with Cornell University, Ithaca, New 
York in October, 1979. Indices negative on all individuals. 
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FD-204 (Rev.3-3-59) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


b6 

b7C 



Copy to; 

Report of; SI _Office; Albany 

Date; July 21, 1987 

Field Office File #; 116A-28524 Bureau File #;116-4010-1 


Title; HANS ALBRECHT BETHE 
(DOE # SF 3199) 


iBIilllllillilliiiilliBiB 


Character; GENERAL BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY (GBI-DOE) 


Synopsis; Employment verified and favorable. Neighborhood 

investigation at Ithaca, New York favorable. Reference 
interviewed and highly recommends. Credit check satisfactory. 
Arrest checks negative. 

-RUC- 

EMPLOYMENT; 

Cornell University 

Ithaca, New York 

February, 1935 - Present 

On July 13, 1987, DAVID YEH, Associate Director of 
Personnel, Cornell University (CU), Ithaca, New York, advised 
that Cornell University records show the applicant has been 
employed as a Professor at CU since 1935. Currently the 
applicant is a Professor Emeritus. Records reveal that the 
applicant would be eligible for rehire. YEH'advised that the 
applicant's position as Professor Emeritus indicates he still 
does consulting work at the University. YEH advised there is 
nothing derogatory in the applicant's personnel records. 

On July 8, 1987, LYMAN PARRATT, Professor, Nuclear 
Studies, advised he has known the applicant for approximately 
forty years as a member of the physics faculty. PARRATT rated 
the applicant as a straight A individual with an excellent 
reputation in character. PARRATT advised that the applicant's 








loyalty to the United States Government is unquestionable. He 
described the appointee as being a very dedicated, highly rated, 
well respected member of the staff at the University. PARRATT 
rated the applicant's ability as a scientist as one of the best 
in his field. PARRATT advised he has never observed any sign of 
alcohol or drug abuse and recommended the applicant hignly and 
without reservation for a position of trust and confidence with 
the United States Government. He has never known the applicant 
to be extravagant and believes he lives within his financial 
means. 

On July 14, 1987, DALE HELD, Executive Director of 
Nuclear Studies, CU, advised he has known the applicant for 
approximately two years. HELD described the applicant as a very 
fine gentleman who is an upstanding individual. HELD advised 
that the applicant is a very professional and highly qualified 
research scientist. He advised the applicant's loyalty and 
allegiance to the United States Government is absolutely 
unquestionable and feels the applicant is very dedicated to both 
his profession and serving the United States Government. HELD 
believes applicant lives within his financial means and has never 
observed any signs of drug or alcohol abuse. HELD recommended 
the applicant highly for a position of trust and confidence with 
the United States Government. 

On July 16, 1987, KARL BERKLEMAN, Director of 
Nuclear Studies, CU, advised he has known the applicant for 
approximately thirty-two years. BERKLEMAN advised the applicant 
is a Professor Emeritus but is still active in research at the 
University. BERKLEMAN advised he is extremely impressed with the 
applicant's scientific achievements and his knowledge and 
understanding of physics. He described the applicant as being 
the most level headed and sensitive person he has met. He 
advised the applicant is a marvelous teacher who is also totally 
committed to the welfare of the United States. He stated the 
applicant has a very strong sense of public duty. He described 
the applicant as being a very hard working and patriotic 
individual. BERKLEMAN never observed any sign of alcohol or drug 
abuse and believes the applicant lives within his financial 
means. BERKLEMAN recommends the applicant highly and without 
reservation for a position of trust and confidence with the 
United States Government. 

On July 16, 1987, KENNETH WILSON, Director for 
Theory Studies, CU, advised he has known the applicant for 
approximately twenty-four years. He described the applicant as 
being of excellent character who set a fine example for the 
Physics Department at the University. He advised the applicant 
feels deeply about national issues and is very dedicated to both 
his profession and his service to the United States Government 
through consulting. WILSON advised that the applicant, although 
being retired, is still very active at the University and the 
applicant's loyalty and allegiance to the United States 
Government is absolutely unquestionable. WILSON never observed 






any sign of alcohol or drug abuse and believes applicant is not 
extravagant and lives within his financial means. WILSON 
recommended the applicant highly for a position of trust and 
confidence with the United States Government. 


NEIGHBORHOOD: 


209 White Park Road 
Ithaca, New York 14850 
January, 1946 - Present 


b6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 


On July 9. 198 7, 

lad^ 


_b6 

nas Known the applicant ]q 7C 
advised she does not 


for several years as a neighbor, 
know the applicant or his w jfa war y well but described them as 

being excellent neighbors. \ _ advised that she is well awa 

that the applicant! har —aja. excellent reputation in the community 
as well as at CU. described the applicant as__bfi_Laa, an 


extraordinary man and a relatively quiet neighbor. _ 

advised she could think of absolutely nothing derogatory 
regarding the applicant or his family. She has never observed 
any signs of alcohol or drug ahnse and he lieves that applicant 
lives within his financial means. | ] advised she would 

recommend the applicant for a position of trust and confidence 
with the United States Government. 


On July 9, 1987, 


I [advised he has known the applicant and 

ms ramixy tor approximately twenty years. He described the 
applicant and his wife as bein r ‘^^'^^ illent neighbors who are very 


quiet and keep to themselves. 


advised that the applicant 


Government is unquestionable. 


of alcohol or dru 
financial means. 


advised that 
United States 


has never observed any sign 


n and beilSVSs applicant lives within his 


recommended the applicant highly for a 


position of trust and confidence with the United States 
Government. 


is a fine man in every way maintaining an excellent reputation in 
both the community and at Cornell. He descrij f^ a H <-h |e applicant as 
being an outstanding scholar and gentleman, 
the applicant's loyalty and allaoi-an^e to the" 


REFERENCE; 


On July 7, 1987, BOYCE McDANIEL, Professor of 
Physics and Nuclear Science at CU, advised he has known the 
applicant for approximately forty-seven years. McDANIEL advised 
that the applicant is currently a Professor Emeritus who 
frequently continues to consult and visit universities and give 
lectures. McDANIEL advised that the applicant is extremely loyal 
and dedicated to the United States Government. He stated that 
the applicant is a very public spirited individual concerned with 
the welfare of the United States. McDANIEL described the 
applicant as being an outstanding scholar and rated his ability 
and performance in his profession as being of the highest 


3 






A 





caliber. He stated that the applicant's allegiance to the United 
States Government is unquestionable. McDANIEL advised he had 
absolutely no reservations about the applicant's ability and 
performance in his duties as a consultant to the Government. 
McDANIEL advised he has never observed any sign of alcohol or 
drug abuse and stated that the applicant lives within his 
financial means. McDANIEL highly recommended the applicant and 
without reservation for a position of trust and confidence with 
the United States Government. 

CREDIT: 


b6 

b7C 


On July 15, 1987, Mrs. CATHERINE G imp.RMAN. Credit 

Bureau Incorporated, Albany, New York, advised Ia|_ktp' 

that a search of their files revealed BETHE has been on file with^'*^ 
that Bureau since July, 1984. She advised his file contains four 
trades, three of which are rated "ones", paid as agreed, and one 
of which is rated a "zero", too new to rate. 

ARREST; 


On July 17, 1987, LYNN BENNETT, Ithaca Police 
Department, Ithaca, New York advised a review of their files 
reveal no arrest record for the appointee and his relatives. 

On July 17, 1987, JOYCE ENGLISH, Tompkins County 
Sheriff's Department, Ithaca, New York advised a review of their 
files reveal no arrest record for the applicant and his 
relatives. 


On July 2, 1987, Sergeant MARY HOGENCAMP, New York 

State Po lice Records Center, Albany, New York, advised lA_ 

~| that a search of her files revealed no adult criminal 
record identifiable with BETHE. This search only encompasses New 
York State Police arrests. 


4* 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Copy fo: 


Report of: 
Date: 


SA| 

AUGUST 6, 1987 


Office: 


b6 

b7C 


Field Office File #: AQ 116A-19480 Bureau File #: 116-4010-1 

Title; HANS ALBRECHT BETHE 

SF 3199 


Character: Department of Energy 


Syttopsis: Reference comments favorably and recommends. 

- RUC - 


DETAILS: 

lIl llliM Il i i ill i iiiiiii M 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, 











AQ 116A-19480 
SJMimln 




- 1 - 

REFERENCES 





Agen 


The followin g investigation was conducted by Special 


AT LOS ALAMOS, NEW MEXICO 


b6 

b7C 


J. CARSON MARK, I l advised on August 1, 

1987 that he first became acquainted with the employee approximatel^^C 
forty-one (41) years ago and since that time their acquaintance has 
been professional, social and personal. MARK stated that he first 
met the employee in 1945 when they were both employed at the Los 
Alamos National Laboratories, in Los Alamos New Mexico and he 
indicated that the employee was there as a consultant for approximately 
twelve years. MARK stated at the time the employee was a professor 
of physics at Cornell University and still is employed at Cornell 
University. MARK stated that he visited the employee in Utica, New 
York on numerous occasions on professional matters, and he indicated 
that during their entire acquiantance he has been socially acquainted 
with the employee and they have become very close personal friends. 

MARK stated that he himself retired from employment with the Los 
Alamos National Laboratories (LANL) in 1973 and since that time 
his acquaintance with the employee has been more personal and social 
rather than professional. MARK stated that the employee certainly 
was a very competent qualified individual and certainly was one of 
the foremost physicist in the entire world. MARK said that the 
employee's technical expertise is still of real value and that the 
employee does a great deal of consulting in the field of theoretical 
physics which is the employee's real interest, MARK commented 
favorably concerning the employee's moral character, honesty, 
trustworthiness, associates, reputation and loyalty to the United 
States. He said he knew of no unfavorable information concerning 
the employee nor was he aware of any drug use or alcohol abuse on the 
part of the employee. MARK stated that to the best of his knowledge 
the employee lives within his financial means and he said he would 
probably recommend him for a position of trust with the United States 
Government. 


A 









r FD-263 XRev 


FEDERAC: BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

ALBUQUERQUE 

ilTLE OF CASE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


BUREAU 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


I#' 


.tHANS ALBRECHT'^ETHE 
SF 3199 


8/6/87 


REPORT MADE BY 


I CHARACTER OF CASE 


August 1/ 1987 


b6 

b7C' 


REFERENCES; 


Bureau airtel to Albuquerque dated, June 19, 1987. 


- RUC - 


ADMINISTRATIVE; 


Where appropriate. Privacy Act (e) (3) data was furnished 

to persons interviewed. Express proniises of confidentiality, both 
limited and unlimited, have been noted where granted. 

General, Confidential and ELSUR indices checks negative 
within the Albuquerque Division. 

l Il i i i ii a i i i iMiMB i B ii iM 

-r-——I-^- 

jACQUIT-|c ASE H AS BEEN: 


CONVIC. Qfv^^pfsiONkuG. FINES 


SAVINGS RECOVERIES I TALS 


PENDING OVER ONE YEAR CHyES 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS | | Y ES 


appro VE 


COPIES MADE: 


D 


SPECl AL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 




2-Bureau (116-4010-1) 
1-Albuquerque (116A-19480) 


^57 fewb ,1 



Pi sseminotion Record of Attached Report 


Agency 


fr? nP 


Request Reed. 
Date Fwd- 


How Fwd. 



COVER PAGE 
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FD-263 (Rev. 7-15-75) 


FEDERALlfeUREAU OF INV^TIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

LOS ANGELES 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BUREAU 

DATE j 

8/12/87 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

7/16/87 - 8/11/87 

j title of case ^ 

i^JliANS ALBRECHT BETH! 
p (DOE # SF 3199) 
DEPARTMENT OF ENER( 
BUDED: 8/14/87 

[ 

REPORT MADE BY 


TYPED BY 

.b6 

2Y - DOE 

CHARACTER OF CASE ^ ^ 

GENERAL BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY (GBI-DOE) 


REFERENCE: Bureau airtel to ALBANy, et al, (Sated June 19, 1987. 

- RUC - 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


C>f 


Los Angeles general indices reviewed 7/20/87 by Support 
Person | | Conf idential indices reviewed 7/16/87 

by gnpp^r-F p,ar- .cir.H I RT.-StiR indices reviewed 8/11/87 by 


Support Perso 


z 


All indices negative regarding 


candidate, relatives, and references. 


All individuals contacted were apprised of the Privacy 
Act. Those requesting confidentiality have been so noted. 


ALL INFOEIMATION COHTAIHED 
HEREIN IS NMCLaSSlFIED 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 




C ON V 1 C . 

PRETRI AL 
DIVERSION 

FUG. 

FIN ES 

■ SAVINGS 

RECO V ERI ES 

TALS 









PENDING OVER ONE YEAR CZI Y ES [ | NO 

PENDING PROSECUTION 

O VER SI X MON THS Y ES | | NO 


APPROVED 




SPECl AU AGENT 
IN CH ARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


COPIES MADE: 


I,if? f«, 

/ y v.i>; 


Uy- Bureau 

^ (Attn: SPIN UNIT, Room 1B035) 

1 - Los Angeles (116A-76087)(AP-1) 


i-k 




ru cmrro c:. 


Dissemination Record of Attached Report 


Notations 


Agency 

j CC 4 t> 

Po ^ ^/l 


^ - 

Request Reed. 



f 


Date Fwd. 


■ .V-_ 



How Fwd. 




^ __ 


By 


mmi 

1 


1 

1- 





- A* - 

COVER PAGE 
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F<IJ-204 (E?ev. 3-3-59) 


UNITED ST.ATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 




Copy to: 


Report of: | 

Date: 8/12/87 


Office: Los Angeles/ 


California 


b6 

b7C 


Field Office File #: 116A —76087 Bureau File #: 

Title: HANS ALBRECHT BETHE 

(DOE #SF 3199) 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY - DOE 
BUDED: 8/14/87 


b6 

b7C 


Character: GENERAL BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY (GBI-DOE) 

Synopsis: Employment verified, no derogatory information revealed. 

References contacted and highly recommended. Arrest checks conducted^ 
no derogatory information revealed. 


- RUC - 


DETAILS 


EMPLOYMENT 


Institute for Theoretical Physics 

University of California, Santa Barbara ^jjU 


Santa Barbara, Californnia 
January 1986 - February 1986, 
January 1983 - February 1983 


On July 22, 1987, KIM MORGAN, Accounting, Office, 
University of Cal ifornia, Santa Bar bara, California, advised 
Special Agent (SA) I I that her records show applicant 

was employed as a part-time "Visiting Research Physicist" with 
the University’s Institute for Theoretical Physics Department. 
Applicant was so employed on the below dates and was compensated 
as indicated: 


February 1980 - March 1980 
January 1983 - February 1983 
January 6, 1986 - February 3, 1986 


$9100.00 

2904.23 

3036.00 
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MORGAN advised that since her records are 
accounting/payroll records# no disciplinary or derogatory 
information would be shown. MORGAN further advised that since 
applicant was employed for such short periods of time on a 
part-time basis# she could not be certain if anyone presently 
with the Institute for Theoretical Physics Department would 
be acquainted with applicant. She suggested co ntacting the 
current department | 

On July 23# 1987# BONNY SIVERS# Management Services 
Officer# Institute for Theoretical Ph ysics# U niversity of 

California# Santa Barbara# advised SA_that applicant 

is the foremost distinguished visiting physicist to be associated 
with the Institute for Theoretical Physics. He is a Nobel 
Prize Laureate# involved in the Manhattan Project during World 
War II# and in that regard was involved in the development 
of the atom bomb and later the hydrogen bomb. Applicant has 
participated in research programs of the Institute of Theoretical 
Physics on three occasions and will attend another such program 
in January 1988. Applicant is a renowned physicist with a 
vast background and would be known by the entire staff# if 
not by personal association then by reputation. In SIVERS 
opinion, applicant is a gentleman of the highest moral character 
and those associates of applicant known to SIVERS# which would , ^ 
be people at the University# are of similar high moral character.^® 
Applicant has an excellent reputation and is totally dedicated b7C 
to the country. SIVERS is aware of no alcohol or drug use 
by applicant and knows of no derogatory information concerning 
applicant. SIVERS would recommend without reservation. 


California Institute of Technology 
Pasadena# California 
January 1985 - March 1985# 


January 1982 - March 1982 


(CIT) 


On August 4# 1987# SA| spoke with 

SHARON BORBON# Faculty Records# and she said that HANS ALBRECHT 
BETHE is a world renowned physicist who is a Nobel Laureate. 

He has been a visiting Professor at CIT in 1951# 1952# 1953# 
1964# 1982# 1984# 1985 and January 4# 1987 - March 4, 1987. 

In 1985 he was a Sherman Fairchild Distinguished Scholar at 
CIT. This program brings some of the world's intellectual 
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leaders to the University for teaching/ seminars/ lectures/ 
and research. According to BORBON/ BETHE was invited to the 
University on many occasions by other CIT Nobel Laureates. 

BORBON could furnish no other professors who could be contacted b6 
due to the summer break at the University. b7C 


REFERENCES 


ROBERT C. BACHER 

California Institute of Technology (CIT) 

Pasadena/ California 

(818)356-4218 


SA 


3poke 


with ROBERT F. BACHER 


on August 4, 1987 who advised that he has known HANS BETHE 
since January 1935/ and worked with him at Cornell University 
from 1935-1949/ plus government positions at Los Alamos where 
he worked on radar and the atomic bomb. During that time/ 
and to the present/ BETHE has demonstrated his trustworthiness/ 
maturity/ knowledge/ and integrity. He has demonstrated his 
loyalty to the United States on numerous occasions and has 
handled classified documents throughout his life. He maintains 
an excellent reputation and his associates are all of outstanding 
character and reputation. He does not abuse drugs or alcohol 
and has never been involved with any financial problems. BACHER 
gave his highest possible recommendation to BETHE stating that 
he is still able to handle confidential material without any 
question as to its security. 


ARRESTS 


_On July 9/ 1987/ Investigative Assistant (IA)|_ 

reviewed the records of the Los Angeles Police 
Department and Los Angeles Sheriff's Department. No records 
were located identifiable with the applicant. 


On July 13/ 1987/ SA |_ 

records of the Santa Barbara Police 
Sheriff's Office. No records were 
the applicant. 


reviewed the 
Department and Santa Barbara 
located identifiable with 
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On August 4, 1987/ lA I 
records of the Pasadena Police Department, 
identifiable with the applicant. 


previewed the 


No record was located 
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lyiemorandum 


DATE: 9/1/87 


TO: 


xxxxxx I DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

OFFICE OF SAFEC-UAPDS AND SECURITY 

GEPKAN TOWN. MARYLAND _^^ 

A-TTN: I 
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NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
OFFICE OF ADMINISTPA.TION 
DIVISION OF SECURITY 
ATTN: JAMES J. DUNLEAVY, CHIEF 
PEE5QNNEL SECURITY BRANCH 


FROM: IRVING A. BASSETT, CHIEF 

SPECIAL INQUIPvY UNIT 
FBI HEADQUARTERS, RM. 1B035 


SUBJECT: HANS ALBRECHT BETHE 


STATUS OF INVESTIGATION: jxxxjofi^UCOMPLETE 
COMMENTS: 

AliL INFORMAT l:QN COMTAIMED 

HEREIN I,S IINCLASSI,FIED files 

DATE 04-07-2006 BY 60322/AUC/LP/CPB/Hr 


jcOllPLETE 








October 13, 1987 
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HM4S ALEKEChl'Hb'EIEE 
£F31Sei-lE 

DEyi-^Kli-iEEl OF £LEi\G¥ 


OEeOE 

2-1 rcvievi ol Ffaa. files disclosed the follotving 
odoitionsl pertinent intortiation concerning Dr, Bethe: 


in December, i951, a name check v.'as ccnducteo on L-r. 
iiothe at the request of tne National Science Foundation. A copy 
of a letterhead laemorandum dated December 7, 1951 containing the 
results of that check is enclosed. It is noted that all 
inforKoticn centainee therein was previously made available to 
tile Atomic Energy Commissicn. (133-0) 


Dr. Bcthc was the subject of background investigations 
(El) in 1947 at tiic request of the Atomic Energy Coramission 
(AEG), in 1954 at the request of the Department of Defense, and 
in 1958, 1965 and 1966 at the request of the Khite house. 

Summary memoranda containing the result of those investig'ations ■< 
arc enclosed. The 1947 Bi was incorporated into the 1954 bl. 
These BI's and name check contain information frojp other FBI 
files. (161-4010, 116-2241, 77-60618) ) j! / jl I 

■ ^ 7 j '• / 

in 1962, an investigation under tne previsions of tiic / 
A.tomic Energy Act (AEn>) ;vas conducted regarding Cr. Bethe, The 
AEC alleged that Dr. Bethe disclosed classified information in ' 
January, 1962 speech and February, 1962 article ba^ed on the 
speech. Detaiic of that investigation are contciinec 3"'.' 

enclosed 1965 El. (117-2406) ' 


Exec AD Adm_ 

Exec AD Inv_ 

Exec AD LES _ 

Asst. Dir.: 

Adm. Servs._ 

Crim. Inv. . . 

Idem._ 

Insp. ___ 

Intell. __ 

Ub. _ 

Legal Coun. __ 

Off. Cong. & 

Public Affs_ 

Rec. Mgnt. _ 

Tech. Servs- 

Training _ 

Off. Liaison & 

int. A«s. _ 

Telephone Rm. . 
Director’s Sec'y _ 


In 1968, another investigation under the provisions of 
the ALA-Espionage v^as conducted regercing Dr. Bethe. The AEG 
alleged that Cr. Bethe cjisclosed classified inforraation in a 
Darch, 1968 magazine article, ho action was taken in this regard 
as in an earlier case involving the saa^c information, the 
Deportment of Justice advised that prosecution v/ts not warrantee 
03 there were conflicting opinions on critical points in the 
matter. This information woe previously furnished to the AEG on 
harch 25, 1968. (ii7_2565) 


Enclosures 7.; r f 

Original to DOE by Courier 
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Memorandum A 




DATE: 10/14/87 


TO: 


[ -!xxx I 



DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF SAFEGUARDS AND SECURITY 
GERMANTOVJN. MARYLAND _ 


ATTN 


NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATION 
DIVISION OF SECURITY 

ATTN: JAMES J. DUNLEAVY, CHIEF 
PERSONNEL SECURITY BRANCH 
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FROM: IRVING A. BASSETT, CHIEF 

SPECIAL INOUIRY UNIT 
FBI HEADOUARTERS, RM 1B035 


SUBJECT: hANS ALBRECHT BETHE 

STATUS OF INVESTIGATION: f i INCOMPLETE COMPLETE 

COMMENTS: 
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